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Next meeting
Friday 16, 2017
Doors open
7:00 p.m.
Meeting
7:30 p.m.
Place
Simpkins Swim Center
979 17th Avenue, Santa Cruz

Newsletter of the Monterey Bay Iris Society
2017 Calendar
Monthly meetings are held in Simpkins
Swim Center unless otherwise stated.
Regular Meeting
Friday, June 16. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
Program
Terry Beech, Tool Care and Sharpening
Refreshments
Rosanna & Ann
Garden Faire
Sky Park, Scotts Valley
June 17, Saturday.. . . 9:00 a.m. –5:00 p.m.
Annual July Picnic
Saturday, July 15.. . . . 11:00 a.m.–3:00p.m.
Harvey West Park
Potluck and Auction
Annual Sale
Dig. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe’s Ranch
Thursday,August 3rd. . . . 9 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
Sale.. . . . Deer Park Shopping Center
Saturday, August 5th. . 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m
Sale.. . . . Cabrillo/Aptos Farmer Mkt
Saturday, August 12th. 8 a.m.–12:00 p.m

From The Prez
arin and I attended the American Iris Society Convention in Des
Moines, Iowa this year. About 340 people attended the festivities and
I must say that Des Moines was a great place to visit and we enjoyed
our time immensely. We did see thousands of irises, and the bloom was perfect
in most of the gardens despite the inclement weather during the first part of the
year. It was also peony bloom time and their beautiful flowers accented the iris in
several of the gardens. I finally signed up for judges training and took three hours
of instruction during the course of the event. One of the blocks was on how to
evaluate floral arrangements, I am sure Joan will be thrilled.
We met many new people during this trip which actually started out with a
flight to Portland to visit with Tim and Maria Taylor who hail from Down Under
and were staying at Mid-America Gardens which has Tom Johnson and Paul
Black irises and seedlings everywhere you look. Tim and Maria were kind enough
to introduce us to a very busy Tom Johnson and we hiked through the garden
looking at a multitude of great irises.
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Regular Meeting
Friday, August 18,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
TBA
Refreshments
need volunteers

June Birthdays
Scott Smith
June 6
Art Lindstrom
June 9
Brenda Wood June 22
Shirley Trio
June 25

Ball Park night!
Come hungry! Hot dogs with
fixins, and chili.
Program is Tool Care
& Sharpening

bzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzza

Later in the day the four of us went to Iris Sisters Farm, a
short drive away and met with Robin Shadlow. Robin led
us on a tour of her garden and showed off the multitude of
seedlings which she has hybridized over the years. Her goal
is a rebloomer with all the beauty of a regular TB. I thought
many of her blooms were very nice. But hybridizers are a
finicky bunch when it comes to perfection it seems.
Directly across the road from Iris sisters Farm is Keith
Keppel’s place. We dropped in unannounced and walked
among rows and rows of 2017 introductions and many earlier
ones. Keith came out just long enough to recognize Tim and
Maria and chatted a few minutes before leaving us. Tromping through his seedlings beds was truly a treat.
Then after all that, we went to a different field of Tom
Johnson seedlings and much of Barry Blyth’s stock. We
went down rows upon rows of iris in full bloom while Tom
Johnson flagged seedlings to keep for next year. Watching
his new puppy race through the fields gave us the energy to
finish the day.
Seven days, two states, ten gardens and many memories
later we are now home and already have plans for the convention next year. New Orleans it is. % Craig

Board of Directors 2017
President
Craig Tarr

cht2325@yahoo.com

Past President

Barbara Hanson behanson@pacbell.net

Vice President

Barbara Hanson behanson@pacbell.net

408 425-7207
831 335-4949
831 335-4949

Treasurer/ Librarian

Larrissa Daniel Larissa_paniza@hotmail.com 831 724-9162

Secretary

Brenda Wood
Jim Cummins

woodbrenda@aol.com
jcummins@pacbell.net

831 724-5415
831438-1369

Hospitality & Refreshments
Shirley Trio

Show Chair

Charley Kearns kcf@verizon.net

Newsletter Editor
Joe Ghio

ghiobayview@att.net

Webmaster/Newsletter Editor
Ann Pike

baynews@baymoon.com

408-315-1520
83 423-3656
831426-8855

1 Year Board

Sherry Austin
Wayne Crabbs
Rosanna Kennedy

2 Year Board
Riley Probst
Rosa Radicchi
Joan Scanlon

bzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzza

Hospitality
So far our refreshments and drinks are wonderful at every
meeting. Let’s remember to always thank the members
that prepare bring and serve our refreshments. Some
people spend a lot of time preparing something to tingle
our taste buds.
Please contact Shirley or sign up at the meeting as we still
have August, October and November that do not have any
volunteers.
The picnic is coming up, Shirley will bring paper plates,
napkins spoons, forks and cups.
Shirley

July Picnic

Our annual Picnic where your door prize winnings will be
distributed is July 15th. It will be held at the usual area of
Harvey West Park—back under the large oak tree.

DIRECTIONS TO THE FAIRE
Take Highway 17 to Scotts Valley. Leave Highway 17 at the
Mt Hermon exit. Continue .7 mile on Mt. Hermon Road.
Turn right on Kings Village Road. Follow Kings village
Road to the end and turn left into Skypark.
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Molokini blooming in Jim and Irene’s garden
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The Garden Faire
June 17, 2017 • Skypark in Scotts Valley

Cultivating Community
in Times of Change
In its 11th year, the 2017 Garden Faire will be held on
Saturday, June 17th, in Scotts Valley’s Skypark from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. The Faire will again be a free admission, educational
event focusing on benefits of organic gardening.
The first 10 Faires in Scotts Valley created great times
for home gardeners and established an annual event for
all who support sustainable gardening and landscaping in
the Monterey Bay area. We’re doing it again with the same
co-chairs, the original commitment to environment-friendly
gardening, and hosted by the California Native Garden
Foundation!
The 2017 theme, “Cultivating Community in Times of
Change,” will explore the importance of individual actions
toward building health of ourselves, our community and our
planet, implementing new ideas and techniques that will
assist and enhance the growth of plants, while sustaining
our earth and our environment, resulting in organic/holistic
food for body and spirit.
The faire provides speakers and expert demonstrations on
aspects of sustainable gardening. This popular event also will
include exhibits and plant sales by local garden-related
community groups and businesses, the sale of garden-related
goods, activities for kids, healthful food and spirited entertainment to add to the festive atmosphere.
For more information, visit the Garden Faire website:
http://www.thegardenfaire.org/

MBIS at the Garden Fair
Anyone that has any extra rhizomes be it 2 or 20 we will
take them for our sale. Please send the name to me at
shirleyjtrio@gmail.com. We MUST have a photo for every
variety. Last year and the year before we still had irises
showing up that had no photo and no name had been sent
to Shirley. It is easy to send the name—please do it! We are
all set with workers to staff the booth but if you want to
come and just have some fun with us, please do.
This booth kicks off the selling season. There is so much
to see at this Garden Faire. There are always several
vendors selling small plants of vegetables for transplanting
into you own vegetable garden. The prices are very low as
compared to nurseries and grocery stores. By planting these
starts you will get vegetables about three weeks sooner than
if you plant seeds.
Workers can also look through the rhizomes and pick
out a couple as payment for working the booth. You can’t
have too many irises you know. There will be a lot of
reblooming irises from our place. Every garden or yard
needs at least two reblooming irises.
Prices will be mostly $4.00, and small ones will be $3.00
maybe even $2.00 depending on the size. With any luck
we will have some $5.00 rhizomes. We will have to rely on
the judgment of the person actually making the sale.
We also want to add at least one rhizome free to each
purchase. We need to build a patron base to attend our
sales and there is nothing like something free to do that.
See you at the meeting.
Shirley Trio-Probst

Shirley is the coordinator of our Garden Faire booth.
Bay News, June, 2017
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DOOR PRIZES IRISES
This is the last drawing of the year. Remember you need to pick up all of your
winnings at our July Picnic at Harvey West Park.
1. BEQUEST, Blyth, 13, S. yellow; F. white, yellow rim, some tan dots
2. BLUSH HOUR, Schreiner, Soft pink; deeper standards
3. CALL TO DANGER, P Black, Ruffled red, lighter standards
4. CITRUS SQUEEZE, Kelly, Yellow & orange blend
5. COCONUT SNOW, J. Painter, White, sound form
6. DARK ENERGY, Keppel, Blackish red brown-black plicata over yellow base
7. EXPLODING GALAXY, Ghio, Dark wine purple luminata
8. FLASH MOB, Keppel, S. Rose ebony; F chrome, ebony band and plicating
9. FLASH OF BRILLIANCE, Sutton, S. white, yellow base; F. deep blue, yellow sunburst
10. GOT THE PICTURE, Ghio, Rosy blue lilac, silvery overlaid falls
11. HIGHER CALLING, Ghio, Candy pink self; tall
12. INFIDEL, M. Smith, S apricot-orange; F red black, red beards
13. AURA OF GLAMOUR, Blyth, 14, Very ruffled lemon yellow
14. MANGO MELTDOWN, Sutton, S. peach; F. lavender-blue, to near pink band
15. MAYAN DUSK, Blyth, 13, S. ochre gold; F. root beer; chocolate beards
16. METEORITE, Sutton, S. gold; F. red, violet band, white starburst
17. MOLOKINI, Sutton, S. tan; F. violet blue, tan band
18. NINJA WARRIOR, L. Miller, S. Rosy violet; F. Black; brick beards
19. RINGS TRUE, Schreiner, S. white, light violet edge; F. white, blue-purple stitching
20. RUBIO, M. Smith, S. white, pink lace; F. blood ruby
21. SERGEY, T. Johnson, Yellow & blue reverse bicolor
22. SHADOW MOON, Schreiner, Smoky yellow green, purple in heart
23. SWIVEL HIPS, T. Johnson, S. Smoky white; F. purple, lighter edges
24. VALLEY OF DREAMS, Blyth, 13, S. blue-violet; F. copper-orange

October to about early May. It is soil borne and can stay
viable for years. The best thing is to dig out to effected plant.
fter a years of drought, it ended with a
vengeance this year with deluges of rain into April. Clean out the affected part of the plant, dip in a bleach
solution for about 15 minutes. Let the rhizome dry out
This compacted the soil, making it like concrete
completely for a couple of days before replanting. It is also
if you have heavy soils like clay based. It is well to give your
beds some water to soften it up some and allow the roots to wise to dig out the soil where the diseased plant was growing
grow some. Water also makes it easier to dig you plants when and discard it. Always get rid of any showing any signs of the
telltale white webbing. Also dusting the resulting hole with a
it gets to the time in July into the summer.
chlorine cleanser (Comet) before refilling is helpful. % Joe
If you have rebloomer bed, a light application of fertilizer
now and regular watering will help produce more bloom.
The problem we have with rebloomers in the summer is
NON-IRIS PLANT EXCHANGE
bugs! Especially cucumber beatles and thrips. They cause the
Bring your surplus non-iris to exchange. Lay them out on
flowers to deform. A systemic spray will get them and give
the the table at the back of the meeting room. Take what you
you bloom to enjoy rather than stunted blooms.
This is the time to snap out the spent stalks and clean out want & enjoy!
any weeds that compete with the iris rhizomes. If you want a NOT a REBLOOMER Month!
neater garden, clean out the dead leaves and cut off diseased Irises are now blooming. It is June, so there is no
parts of leaves.
Rebloomer drawing. You can still choose to bring iris!
The major disease of the summer is mustard seed fungus.
I makes its appearance now after going dormant from about

CULTURE TIPS

A

