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Next meeting
Friday 20, 2019
Eating Starts
7:00 p.m.
Meeting
7:30 p.m.
Place
Simpkins Swim Center
979 17th Avenue, Santa Cruz

Newsletter of the Monterey Bay Iris Society
2019 Calendar
Monthly meetings are held in Simpkins
Swim Center unless otherwise stated.
Regular Meeting
Friday, September 20. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
Beardless Iris
Joe Ghio
Refreshments
Potluck
Regular Meeting
Friday, October 18. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
Pacific Coast Iris
Joe Ghio
Refreshments
Potluck
MBIS at the Red Apple, Deer Park Sale
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From The Prez
ugust was a very successful month for the club and we made
enough money at our sales to keep us going. I would like to thank
everyone that donated rhizomes, attended digs and helped with sales.
I enjoy all these functions and it is the people in the club that make it special.
(Also the food.)
After three days of digging, sorting, cutting and marking iris at our own garden
at home, Karin remarked that I should organize a dig at Tarr Manor next year.
We had 400 two and three year clumps of iris this year and the two of us dug
them all. I think if I provide enough beer I could get a few members to help
out. August is just an exhausting month!
Jean Richter our very own Region 14 RVP is planning upon attending our
October meeting. She is also the current President of Sydney B. Mitchell Iris
Society. She plans to visit many of the clubs during her tenure as RVP to visit
and see how the societies are doing. I did promise her more than the usual allotment of three minutes to speak. She promised to keep it short.
It is now early September and I still have iris yet to go into the ground and am
still making labels for my new ones. I have brought in several yards of fresh
dirt and the raised beds are looking good with neatly trimmed iris replacing
the unkempt mayhem of last year’s clumps.. .All in all, I am glad that August is
now over.
See you at the meeting! % Craig
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Regular Meeting
Friday, November 15. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
TBA
Refreshments
Potluck
Annual Holiday Dinner
California Grill, Watsonville
Friday December 20. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m

Potluck this meeting!
Bring food
Bring Beardless
and bearded iris

September Birthdays
Sonja Weininger Sept 3
Sherry Austin
Sept 16
Wayne Crabbs
Sept 17
Kathy Wood
Sept 27
Christine Dickinson Sept 29

2019 Rhizome Sales
We are at the end of our 2019 fund raising season. Income
was down this year, but we did bring in a total of $6,995.
The picnic brought in $1443, slightly better than $1,324
in 2018. Deer Park came in at $2,234, down from $3,962
in 2018. Cabrillo: $1,988, up from $1,677 in 2018. And,
Monterey totaled $1,331, down from $1,600 in 2018. One
thing we have learned is that sales proceeds do fluctuate
from year to year, with no apparent explanation.
Sales were again well promoted through Brenda Wood’s
advertising and flyer distribution efforts. We are fortunate to have a large turnout at our rhizome digs at Joe
Ghio’s, Cummins’s and Sherry Austin’s gardens. And,

an impressive number of members show up at the sales
venues to assist customers make their selections and pay
for them. Everybody seemed to have a good time, and
that is important. In addition to the garden digs, several
members brought a large number of rhizomes from their
own gardens.
Breakfast at the Red Apple Cafe after the Deer Park sale
and a pizza party hosted by Joan and Jack Scanlon after
the Cabrillo sale continue to be highlights of the season.
Thanks Joan and Jack!
A special thanks to Fred Valentine and Jim Cummins for
hauling huge amounts of rhizomes and supplies to the
venues. Member participation and hard work continues to
make our sales successful.
Submitted by Charley Kearns
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2019
August Sales

Three Sales!
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bzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzza
Board of Directors 2016
President
Craig Tarr

cht2325@yahoo.com

Past President/Vice President

Barbara Hanson barbara@barbaraltc.com

Treasurer

Larrissa Daniel Larissadaniel@sbcglobal.net

Secretary

Brenda Wood
Jim Cummins

woodbrenda@aol.com
jcummins@pacbell.net

Show Chair

Charley Kearns kcf@verizon.net

Newsletter
Joe Ghio
Ann Pike

ghiobayview@att.net
avpike@cruzio.com

1 Year Board
Jo Chisholm
Karin Tarr
Kathy Wood

408 425-7207
831 335-4949
831 724-9162
831 724-5415
831 438-1369
408 315-1520
831 423-3656
831 426-8855

2 Year Board

Sherry Austin
Wayne Crabbs
Linda Lomperis

Cabrillo
Contacts
and
Monterey
bzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzza Sales
Hospitality & Refreshments
Shirley Trio

shirleyjtrio@gmail.com

Birthday List
Wayne Crabbs
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wayne@lomaprieta.us

209 551-6323
408 353-4089
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CULTURE TIPS
e’ve had very hot weather for the last week or
so making it very difficult to get replanting of the
beardeds done. Finally, started digging the ’20’s
introductions and beyond for shipping to Schreiner’s. It is a
different method I’ve never used before. The stock is dug by
variety, cut back, thrown into onion sacks, stacked on pallets,
covered with shrink wrap. Freight company comes and takes
them away. Weird but this is how you ship big quantities.
Planting beardeds in September and October, you will find
the big, tall growth you get from early summer planting
won’t happen. The growth occurs but much shorter and
increase shows almost immediately. I have found that I get
just as much growth and bloom from late planting as much
as from early summer planting.
This is the ideal month to replant beardless irises (except
for Pacificas). Remember they will not tolerated drying
out. If you can’t replant them immediately, hold them over
in buckets of water.
If you haven’t watered your Pacificas (like I haven’t) start
doing so now so they begin developing new growth and
roots needed for successful replanting them after mid
October or later... % Joe
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Up Coming Meeting
Our October meeting on Friday the 18th will feature
Pacific Coast Iris. PCIs are the iris native to our area and
are often found wild in our coastal hills. Our speaker is
Joe Ghio. If you have been to our Spring Iris shows, then
you are familiar with his PCI introductions and seedlings.
The American Iris Society annually gives out the Sydney
B Mitchell Award for the best Pacific Coast Iris and Joe
Ghio has won this award over a dozen times. He is the
expert to hear when you want to learn about these
wonderful little iris!
Everyone is welcome to attend our meetings. Come join
us, have fun and learn tips about gardening and iris!

Bring Reblooms
Bring your rebloomer to share! First drawing goes to those
who have brought blooms. Rebloomer drawing starts in
August and goes until February.

Ruth Dotson Passes
We are saddened to learn that Ruth Dotson passed away
on August 20. She will be buried in Sacramento. No
arrangements or donation suggestions are known. Ruth
was an active member of MBIS in earlier years and grew
some beautiful iris. Joe Ghio remembers Ruth being a
charter member of his fan club. Charley Kearns remembers
her sharing several classic historics with him.
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Ghio 14th Annual 1 Hour Sale
This year’s sale will be a bit different. We won’t have the
amount of stock available as in the past. A very limited
amount available. So it with be a HALF HOUR Sale,
Saturday, September 28 from 9 to 9:30 am at 1201 Bay St.;
Santa Cruz, CA 95060. Many are $5 each, some newer rare
ones, $10 each and current introductions $15 to $20 each. A
selection of organic vegetables, fruits and pumpkins will also
be available. Purchases on site and everything goes fast.

2019 Fall Regional
The 2019 Fall Regional will be held on Sunday, October
27 at the Shepard Garden and Art Center in Sacramento,
California. Our guest speaker is Howie Dash, who will be
giving a 1.5 hour judges’ training on aril and arilbred iris
(and perhaps a little sneak peek at the 2021 AIS convention in Las Cruces, New Mexico, which he is co-chairing).
We have arranged for a special hotel rate of $119.00 at the
Crowne Plaza Sacramento (the hotel for the 2017 spring
regional). The rate is valid for Saturday October 26 and
Sunday October 27. To receive this rate, please go to the
Crowne Plaza website and make your reservation. This rate
includes free parking and complimentary wireless internet.
Please book your room soon, as this rate will expire on
September 27. More information will soon be posted on the
Fall Regional website page. Download the registration form
or find one at the end of this newsletter.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:
This is the month we start the process of electing the
officers to serve our club for 2020. The President appoints
a person to chair the Nominating Committee. Then, two
more members are nominated from the floor. The three
member committee compiles a recommended slate of
officers and board members. The recommended slate is
announced at the October meeting. Further nominations
may be made from the floor at that time. The election is
held at the November meeting, with the new officers taking
office January 1st.

September Meeting
For the September Program we are having Joe do his
program on Beardless Iris. We are also having a potluck
dinner so bring your dishes to share.

Door Prizes
Once more members need to bring good recent iris and any
and all beardless iris plants to share as door prizes. Bring
favorite irises for the drawing. Those beardless iris you won
in prior years would be good. It is important to have a good
selection of iris both for us and for any new members coming
to the meeting!
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AIS REGION 14 FALL MEETING
Sunday, October 27, 2019
Shepard Garden and Arts Center
3330 McKinley Boulevard, Sacramento, California
Featured Judges’ Trainer: Howard Dash giving 1.5 hour training on Aril and Arilbred Iris
Special hotel rate of $119.00 plus tax for Saturday, October 26 or Sunday, October 27 at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel (5321 Date Avenue, Sacramento). Complimentary parking and wireless internet. Reserve
your room by September 27, 2019. To reserve at this rate, call (877) 504-0054 and ask for the Region 14
Fall Regional rate.
Registration includes catered lunch, access to all meetings, judges’ training, and rebloomer show.
Registrant 1 First Name _________________________ Last Name _____________________________
Registrant 2 First Name _________________________ Last Name _____________________________
Address __________________________________________
City, St., Zip _______________________________________
Phone _________________________E-mail for confirmation ___________________________________
Iris Club Member? _____Y _____N If yes: Local Iris Society ___________________________________
Likely to enter blooms or artistic entries into Rebloomer Show? ____Y ____N
Registration fee if paid by September 30th $45 x ____ person(s) = Total $ ________.
Registration fee if paid after September 30th $50 x ____ person(s) = Total $ ________.
Special dietary needs: ____________________________________________________
Checks payable to AIS Region 14. Mail to Bonnie Petheram, 1226 High St., Alameda, CA 94501.
Registrar Bonnie Petheram, 510-864-7962: bpetheram@gmail.com
RVP: Jean Richter jeanrichter@berkeley.edu

