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Newsletter of the Monterey Bay Iris Society
2021 Calendar
Monthly meetings have been
suspended until it is safe to gather in
person. We gather on Zoom at 7 pm
Regular Meeting
Friday, June 18. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.
Program
Arils/Arilbreds
Howie Dash
Refreshments
Do it yourself Regular Meeting/Zoom
Annual July Picnic
Saturday, July 17.. . . . 11:00 a.m.–3:00p.m.
Jim and Irene’s Garden, Scotts Valley
Potluck and Auction
Annual Sales
Sale.. . . . . . S C Westside Farmers Mkt
Saturday, July 24th. . . . . . . . 8 a.m.–2:00 p.m

That’s All Folks, Maryott, 2005
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uarantine is nearly over and done with and people are
starting to return to normal everyday matters. I am sure that the society
will return to normal at the annual picnic this year. Jim and Irene are
hosting the picnic and it will be a guaranteed good time. Joe and Jim are organizing
the door prizes although at the time of this message the procedure had not been
finalized. We are hoping to include members that did not Zoom in the rhizome
giveaway. These iris will be distributed at the picnic to be held at the Cummins
home.
The votes have been tallied for the virtual show. Best of Show is a tie between
‘Pin Striped Suit,’ a Border Beard grown by Jim Cummins and ‘Wilder Than
Ever’, a PCI grown by Sherry Austin. Thank You all who voted and all that
entered. The prize for winning is a secret……... I am sure this secret will
eventually get out, but for now it is still a secret.
I was in Idaho for three weeks in May and visited Sutton’s Iris five times. It was
the beginning, peak and then starting to be the end of bloom over a period of
three weeks. I saw the best clump of ‘That’s all Folks’ that I have ever seen…...
and I have seen a lot of it. I spoke with Mike Sutton who was generous enough

Sale.. . . . Cabrillo/Aptos Farmer Mkt
Saturday, August7th & 14.. 8 a.m.–12:00
p.m
Regular Meeting
Friday, August 20,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
TBA
Refreshments

Zoom meeting.
Virtual Potluck.
June Birthdays
Jane Jordan
Scott Smith
Elaine Fischer
Brenda Wood
Shirley Trio

June 5
June 12
June 14
June 22
June 25

I am still working on getting the Aptos Grange for our
future meetings. I applied in May and it is still a work
in progress…..Covid has really changed the world and
business as I know it. I hope to see all your smiling faces
at the Zoom meeting…….soon. I hope never to do Zoom
again! % Craig

Future Program
The program for the September meeting is going to be show
about the Bluebird Gardens given by Riley. More to come
about this in the coming months!
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to show off his seedling beds that he and his son Brandon
have hybridized. Brandon has some really fine Luminatas
in the lineup and examples of them can be seen on their
facebook page. Last year Mike commented that his sales
had gone up 67% over the year before. This year it is up
130% over last year and he will most likely run out of
stock. I was impressed with three of his 2020 releases.
‘Blackberry Torte’, ‘Stephanie Nichole’ and ‘Boundary
Lines’. In his garden they looked great and were very good
growers. If you ever get a chance to visit him, it would be
worth your time and effort. He has about 15 acres, give or
take, in iris, and his place is just incredible.
Sales this year will be starting on 7/24 at a space near the
Santa Cruz Westside farmers market. The address is by
Alta Coffee, 2716 Mission St. The farmers market is 9 to
1, so we would set up at 8 and be done by 2pm. This sale
will be the week after the picnic so the rhizomes should
be still looking good. Sherry Austin set this up for us and
many thanks.
We also have sales 8/7 and 8/14 at Cabrillo College
Farmers market. We have a new space which is more
centralized and I hope to sell many of our rhizomes and
make millions of dollars. Set up is at 7AM, so show up
with coffee and be ready to go. Fred Valentine set this up
for us, so many thanks.
Since our sales are late July and early August, I have
decided to dig late to accommodate this. I will be digging
in stages to have good looking rhizomes to sell. The Ghio
club dig of DP iris will be held on Tuesday 7/13 The
Cummins are having two digs in July, 7/6 and 7/14 at 10
AM in the morning. All are welcome and fun and food is
always available during this event. The Cummins provide
a huge amount of rhizomes to the society and we all profit
from the incredible work of Jim and Irene and their garden.
Joe’s dig of the sale iris is still undecided ATM (At The
Moment). And we should be able to let all know before the
event. This dig is probably the most impressive of all, since
Irene brings enough food for an army and we usually blaze
through the beds under Joes directions and finish fairly
early. More on this later.

Board of Directors 2020
President
Craig Tarr

cht2325@yahoo.com

408 425-7207

Past President

Barbara Hanson barbara@barbaraltc.com

831 335-4949

Vice President
Wayne Crabbs wayne@lomaprieta.us
Treasurer

408 353-4089

Larrissa Daniel Larissadaniel@sbcglobal.net

Secretary

Brenda Wood
Jim Cummins

woodbrenda@aol.com
jcummins@pacbell.net

Show Chair

Charley Kearns kcf@verizon.net

Newsletter
Joe Ghio
Ann Pike

ghiobayview@att.net
avpike@cruzio.com

1 Year Board
Jo Chisholm
Mikey Lango
Barbara Wiles

Wayne Crabbs

408 315-1520
831 423-3656
831 426-8855

2 Year Board

shirleyjtrio@gmail.com

Birthday List

831 724-5415
831 438-1369

Mary Helen Chrisman
Diane Sampson
Linda Stremel

Contacts
Hospitality & Refreshments
Shirley Trio

831 724-9162

wayne@lomaprieta.us

209 551-6323
408 353-4089
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CULTURE TIPS
his is the time to “pretty up” your iris plantings.
Dig out those pesky weeds before the seed creating
more problems in the future. Snap out or cut out the
spent bloomstalks at ground level. No point to having them
around to use up energy that you want to go to the rhizomes.
The stalks have the moment of glory presenting the bloom for
all to enjoy. You can add a light application of fertilizer if you
wish (I never do) and make sure you water it in.
The summer months (July, August, September) to dig and
replant bearded irises. Wait until Sept. to replanted beardless irises and mid-October for the Pacificas.
Speaking of weeds, the weed of the summer is spotted
spurge. It is a persistent pest. It spreading ground level
grower with a coloration that tends to blend with the soil.
It seeds quickly like within a month with barely visitable
seed into the hundreds even thousands of seed per plant.
Do your best to not let it get established. % Joe
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Bed of arils and arilbreds

Craig Tarr

June Meeting
Our June speaker is Howie Dash giving us a presentation
on aril and arilbred iris. He formerly lived in the Hudson
Valley of NY when he first encountered arilbred iris at a
show. He immediately attempted growing them. After
a 36 year career at Metro-North Railroad in New York
City he retired to Las Cruces, NM in the desert southwest
12 years. He then began collecting many arilbred iris.
Howie also started hybridizing in 2010, first with TB’s,
adding arilbreds in 2015. He began Picacho Mountain
Iris in 2016. Howie is currently on the Board of Directors
of the American Iris Society and President of the Aril
Society International. He is also co-chair of the American
Iris Society 2022 National Convention in Las Cruces,
NM, where there should be an opportunity to see many
arilbreds blooming in one of the convention gardens.

Stollen Ginger, Cindy Rivera, 2016, AB, RE
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Perry Dyer, Black, 2017, AB (OGB)

New Vision, Tasco, 2012, AB (OGB
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Jim Cummins

Jim Cummins

Perry Dyer, Black, 2017, AB (OGB)

Jane Jordan

Sand Flush, Randsom, 2015, AB (OGB)

Jane Jordan
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Hakuna Matata, Cadd, 1999, AB

Jim Cummins

Betty Ford, Kerr, 2014, TB

Eye to Eye, Keppel, 2009, AB
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Jim Cummins

Blue Spritz, Delmez, 1996, JI (6F)
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Diane Sampson

Elaine Fischer
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