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2021 Calendar 

November–December, 2021
Next meeting Friday 15, 2021
Eating Starts 7:00 p.m.
Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Place Aptos Grange,  
2555 Mar Vista Drive, Aptos

From The Prez

I 
t has been very nice to be able to get our meetings back to normal 
in the recent months. I hope that the worst is behind us regarding the 
pandemic and that we can forge ahead as before enjoying our gardening 

passions and each others company. Our iris show is around the bend and we need 
to start thinking about the upcoming national convention in 2022. There is a lot of 
catching up to do and I am excited to see the people and places that Karin and I have 
missed for almost two years.
The recent rain has jump started all my iris and they are growing well with the 
sunny warm weather. New additions are popping up prior to Winter and the 
weeds are also very well established. I plan on burning my iris beds with straw in 
January or February. I did this with two beds last year with very good results in 
weed reduction and I had hardly any leaf spot in them.

The iris do get singed and wilt but bounce back in the Spring better than ever. 
The downside is melting the tape that I use to put iris names on the metal 
stakes…. In the long run, I think burning the beds is worth it. I am not a huge 
fan of using herbicides and found that the only ones that really work are the 
absolute worst thing for the environment. Straw is cheap, biodegradable and 
renewable. Matches are even cheaper.

Monthly meetings from September 
through November will be held  on the 
third Fridays at the Aptos Grange

Regular Meeting
Friday, November 19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.
Aptos Grange, Aptos, CA
AIS Awards
Jane Jordan
Refreshments
Potluck

Annual Holiday Dinner
Back Nine Grill & Bar
Inn at Pasatiempo
555 Highway 17, Santa Cruz
Friday December 17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m

Centennial Celebration, D Ford, 2019 Photo by Jim Cummins

November Birthdays
Jo Chisholm Nov 2
Dave Watson Nov 2
M ’ Jeanne Erwin Nov 5
Cindy Schuete Nov 18
Bruce Harden  Nov 21
Cornelia Salaz  Nov 26
December Birthdays
Joan Scanlon Dec 9
Jack Alvis Dec 10
Lupe Allen Dec 12
Philippa Alvis Dec 22

L
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CULTURE TIPS

T
he weather continues to surprise. 
October turned out to be the wettest ever with 
records going back to the 1880s. Rains started in 

early October and keep coming. The weeds germinating 
immediately with filaree germinated almost immediately, 
coating the bare land as never before. It seemed to be 
everywhere, lawns included. Shortly thereafter the annual 
bluegrass began showing up, soon overwhelming everything. 
But it will mature and seed and dry up and fade away with 
filaree taking over right into spring. This we called “scissor” 
plant in my young days.
It rained so much (near 10 in. in Santa Cruz) that if you 
took a wrong step, you would sink into the mud. You had 
to struggle to get your foot free to get out. With often 
warm, even hot, days, the weeds grew lushly and quickly. 
Fortunately I used the pre-emergent, FREEHAND, before 
the heavy rains came. While there are some weeds in the 
bed but they will be manageable.

On the plus side the Pacificas thrived. They quickly sent out 
new roots (my Pacificas got no water since the last rains we 
had way back in March). Side growth on a rhizome showed 
up. We had beautiful plants to fill orders with. The last order 
went out today (Nov. 16). Most of our Pacificas are on two 
year plants. They should be replanted but with our increasing 
problems with leg weakness this isn’t possible so they will 
stay in place. Such is the New World Order we now have to 
adjust to. % Joe

Bring Reblooms
Bring your rebloomer to share! First drawing goes to those 
who have brought blooms. Rebloomer drawing starts in 
August and goes until February.  
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Board of Directors 2020
President
Craig Tarr  cht2325@yahoo.com 408 425-7207

Past President
Barbara Hanson  barbara@barbaraltc.com 831 335-4949

Vice President 
Wayne Crabbs wayne@lomaprieta.us  408 353-4089

Treasurer
Larrissa Daniel Larissadaniel@sbcglobal.net 831 724-9162

Secretary
Brenda Wood woodbrenda@aol.com  831 724-5415
Jim Cummins jcummins@pacbell.net  831 438-1369

Show Chair
Charley Kearns kcf@verizon.net 408 315-1520

Newsletter 
Joe Ghio ghiobayview@att.net 831 423-3656
Ann Pike avpike@cruzio.com 831 426-8855

1 Year Board 2 Year Board
Jo Chisholm  Mary Helen Chrisman 
Mikey Lango Diane Sampson
Barbara Wiles Linda Stremel

Contacts
Hospitality & Refreshments
Shirley Trio shirleyjtrio@gmail.com 209 551-6323

Birthday List
Wayne Crabbs wayne@lomaprieta.us 408 353-4089

November Meeting
Do you ever wonder what it takes for an iris to win the 
top honor in the iris world, namely the Dykes Medal? It 
takes much more than just a pretty flower. Every year the 
AIS judges vote for the best iris in all the categories that 
have proven themselves to be excellent garden cultivars. 
However, last year the awards were cancelled because 
of COVID-19, making this year special since there will 
be double the awards. There will be two new Dykes 
winners, six Wister winners, and two of all the other 
special awards. Jane Jordan will present a slide show of 
the winning iris for this year, plus the last three years of 
awards with a little history of the awards.

DUES ARE DUE
Single dues are $10 Two or more at the same address, $15. 
Add $10 if you want the newsletter by mail. Please pay at the 
meeting or send to our treasurer, Larissa Daniel, 520 San 
Miguel Canyon Road, Watsonville, CA, 95076.

Tour de California, pci, Ghio Photo by J. Ghio

Tannery Art Show Invite
Some members have expressed an interest in seeing the 
Tannery and since this is the month my show is up at the 
Printmakers at the Tannery studio, I’m offering an invite 
to anyone interested in seeing the show before this Friday’s 
meeting. I’ll be at the studio from 4:30 until 6 if you would 
like to drop by on the way to the meeting. It is studio 
number 107. Exit highway 17 as if you were going to the 
River Street shopping area where Pet Smart is located but 
instead, take a right onto Highway 9 toward Felton. Travel 
through the first signal. The Tannery is at your left at this 
signal but continue to second lot that is marked as studio  
parking. Tannery website with directions. 

Do not forget to bring your yearly dues payment and the 
cash needed to get entrance into our exclusive Christmas 
party. It is our time to celebrate another successful year of 
sales and I look forward to the feeding frenzy that is the 
White Elephant exchange.See you at the meeting! % Craig
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Gift Exchange
Once again this year, MBIS members will be having a 
Gift Exchange at our Christmas party. If you want to 
participate, you must bring to the party either a gift with a 
value of no more than $20 OR a White Elephant Gift (in 
good condition). Gifts should be wrapped amazingly and 
without anyone’s name on it. Place your anonymous gift 
in the designated area and then draw a door prize number 
(the same way we do at the meetings). When your number 
is called, you may either go pick and unwrap a gift, OR 
if someone ahead of you has already picked and opened 
a gift, you may steal that person’s gift. The person whose 
gift you stole will then either go pick a wrapped gift or else 
steal someone else’s gift and so on. A gift may be STOLEN 
TWICE before it becomes “frozen” and cannot be stolen 
again. Last year’s was so much fun and Joe Ghio did a 
terrific job!

A special thanks to Kathy Hartman for once again 
arranging for our party venue and dinner menu. She puts 
together a great party!

2021—22 Officiers/Board Slate
 Here is the list of the nominations for officers for the coming
year. 

President Craig Tarr
Vice President Wayne Crabbs
Treasurer Larissa Daniel
Secretary Brenda Wood/Jim Cummins
Show Chair Charley Kearns
Immed. Past Pres Barbara Hanson
Newsletter Editor Joe Ghio/Ann Pike
1 Year Board Mary Helen Chrisman,  

 Diane Sampson 
 & Linda Stremel

2 Year Board Sherry Austin,  
 Sonya Weininger 
 & Kathy Wood

The slate will be voted on by the membership at the  
November meeting.
Respectfully submitted by the 2021 Nominatin Committee: 
Charley Kearns, Jo Chisholm and Wayne Crabbs

LjjjjL
This year’s Christmas Party  
is at the Back Nine Bar and Grill at the 
Inn at Pasatiempo. Payment due by  
December 6th b
CHRISTMAS PARTY—HO HO HO!
It is hard to believe that our Holiday Party is only a month 
away, on December 17 at a new location the Back Nine Bar 
and Grill at the Inn at Pasatiempo, 555 Highway 17, Santa 
Cruz. We will be treated to a delicious menu comprised of 
spinach salad, Caesar salad, fresh seasonal veggies, cheese 
ravioli in presto cream sauce, herb roasted chicken in garlic 
wine sauce, grilled tri tip in red wine demi glaze, dinner 
rolls, and berry cobbler. No Host cocktails, 6 p.m. Dinner, 
starts at 7 p.m.

Reservations are a must and need to be in by Monday, 
December, 6th. Payment for the party needs to be made  
in advance. Pay at the meeting (with dues!) or send 
payment to Larissa Daniel, 520 San Miguel Canyon Road, 
Watsonville, CA, 95076. Price of the dinner is $25.00 for 
members (Club picks up the balance); Full price to  
non-members, $50.

Directions: coming from Santa Cruz on 17, be in the right 
line to take the Pasatiempo exit. After exiting, turn left 
and go over the bridge. Drive straight into the parking lot. 
If you are coming from San Jose on 17 going south, take 
the Pasatiepo exit. At the top of the ramp you will see the 
entrance to the Inn on the right. Restuarant is in the main 
building past the registration desk. 

2022 Door Prize list
The list is in process of being made. We have a lot of new 
2021 iris and a choice selection of 2020 iris. They are 
currently planted at the Joe’s gardens and at the Cummins. 
When the list is finished, the describtions added it will be 
mailed to those receiving the newsletter by mail and will 
also be posted on the website. In the meantime this month’s 
choice are shown as photographs at the end of the newsletter. 

2022 Calendars
Charley Kearns has ordered and is bringing the AIS 2022 
calendars to the November meeting. So bring your money 
to purchase one. They also make a great stocking stuffer gift! 
Who doesn’t need a calendar? 

Holden Clough, Laevigatae Yellow Flag,  Sherry Austin
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All Grown Up, Black, 2021

Bombshell, T. Johnson, 2021

Candy Dust, T. Johnson, 2020 Centennial Celebration, D. Ford, 2019 Coat Of Many Colors, T. Johnson, 2021

Bright And Shining Star, Black, 2020 Buterscotch Bliss, P. Black, 2020

All In Vein, T. Johnson, 2021 Attitude Adjustment, T. Johnson, 2021

Come To Life,  
T. Johnson, 2020

Dance Off, T. Johnson2021

Feel The Power, T. 
Johnson, 2020

Greetings My Lady, T. Johnson, 2021

Inked In, Blyth, 2021 

Poetic Dream, Blyth, 2021
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Greetings My Lady, T. Johnson, 2021

Inked In, Blyth, 2021 

Puerto Vallarta, T. Johnson 2021Poetic Dream, Blyth, 2021 Rule The World, T. Johnson, 2021

Magical Night, Miller, 2021 Piece By Piece, T. Johnson 2021

Heart Racer, Blyth, 2021 Hey Look Me Over, Black, 2021

Smoldering Passion, 
 T. Johnson, 2021

Think Diamonds,  
Blyth, 2021

So Much More, 
 P. Black, 2021


