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From The Prez

S
ummer is here already! We’ve had a great spring with several 
members enjoying the National iris event, our local spring show, and the 
fun visits to our own member’s gardens. The BIG event is coming! Join us 

and bring a friend for our own summer picnic the third weekend in July at 11 am. 
Always great food and fun auctions of prize winning iris. Bring your tablecloth, 
plates and service as well as some delectable picnic food to share. 

See you there! % Barbara
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Next meeting June 19, 2015
Doors open 7:00 p.m.
Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Place Native Sons Hall
 239 High Street, Santa Cruz

Ball Park night! Come hungry! Hot 
dogs, fixins, chili, and rootbeer floats!

Monthly meetings are held in Native 
Sons Hall unless otherwise stated.

Regular Meeting
Friday, June19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
Program
TBA
Ball Park Refreshments
Rosanna & Ann, Barbara—drinks

Garden Faire 
Sky Park, Scotts Valley
June 20, Saturday . . 9:00  a.m. –5:00  p.m.

Annual July Picnic
Saturday, July 18 . . . . 11:00 a.m.–3:00p.m.
Harvey West Park, Friendship Garden
Potluck and Auction

Annual Sale
Dig. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe’s Ranch
Thursday, July 30th

 . . . . . . . 9 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Sale . . . . Deer Park Shopping Center
Saturday, August 1st

 . . 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m

Sale . . . . Cabrillo/Aptos Farmer Mkt
Saturday, August 8th

. . 8 a.m.–12:00 p.m

Regular Meeting
Friday, August 21, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
TBA
Refreshments 
Carolyn Craft & Philippa

Regular Meeting
Friday, September 18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
Beardless
Joe Ghio
Refreshments
volunteers needed!

Joe Ghio receiveing award at AIS National Convention from Jim Morris Mikey  Lango
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NOT a REBLOOMER Month!
Irises are now blooming. It is June, so there is no 
Rebloomer drawing. You can still choose to bring iris!
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Board of Directors 2015
President
Barbara Hanson  behanson@pacbell.net  831 335-4949

Past President
Tom Karwin tom@karwin.com  831 426-5981

Vice President
Riley Probst  rprobst02@earthlink.net  209-551-6323

Treasurer/ Librarian
Larrissa Daniel larissadaniel@sbcglobal.net 831 724-9162
Secretary
Brenda Wood woodbrenda@aol.com  831 724-5415
Jim Cummins jcummins@pacbell.net  831438-1369

Hospitality & Refreshments
Shirley Trio

Show Chair
Charley Kearns kcf@verizon.net 408-315-1520

Newsletter Editor 
Joe Ghio ghiobayview@att.net  83 423-3656

Webmaster 
Ann Pike baynews@baymoon.com  831426-8855

1 Year Board
Jim Cummins
Fred Valentine
Karen Valentine
2 Year Board
Kathy Hartman
Craig Tarr
Shirley Trio

DIRECTIONS TO THE FAIRE
Take Highway 17 to Scotts Valley. Leave Highway 17 at the 
Mt Hermon exit. Continue .7 mile on Mt. Hermon Road. 
Turn right on Kings Village Road. Follow Kings village 
Road to the end and turn left into Skypark.

Hospitality
So far our refreshments and drinks are wonderful at every 
meeting. Let’s remember to always thank the members 
that prepare bring and serve our refreshments. Some 
people spend a lot of time preparing something to tingle 
our taste buds. Keep in mind we all agreed that we should 
tone down our table faire except for special themed occa-
sions. We have the mid-winter warm up with our bean 
feed, our St. Patrick’s Day corned beef extravaganza, our 
pizza night, and celebrating June and the baseball season, 
hot dogs with root beer, ice cream. 

We might consider having one drink for anyone with 
blood sugar problems and maybe one dessert for those 
with blood sugar problems. There several in our club. Let’s 
make everyone happy.

Please contact Shirley as we still have September that does 
not have any volunteers. Last spring, Joan and Wayne 
signed up for October and Rosa and Charley for Novem-
ber. If you now find you are unable to manage that, please 
contact Shirley so other volunteers can be found. 

The picnic is coming up, Shirley will bring paper plates, 
napkins spoons, forks and cups. 

Shirley

NON-IRIS PLANT EXCHANGE 
Bring your surplus non-iris to exchange. Lay them out on the 
lawn in front of the Hall. Take what you want & enjoy!

Accolades
Many of our members traveled to the National Conven-
tion and witnessed our club hybridizers receving awards 
and medals. Joe Ghio received the Wister Medal and the 
Sydney B. Mitchell Medal. Joe was presented the Wister 
Medal for ‘Magical’ and the Sydney B. Mitchell Medal for 
his Pacific Coast Native ‘Rodeo Gulch.’ 

Riley Probst received the Fred and Barbara Walther 
Cup. The Fred and Barbara Walther Cup is given to the 
hybridizer of the variety that received the most honorable 
mention votes in any category. Riley accomplished this 
with ‘Holiday in Mexico.’

Joe with Carolyn and Wayne Craft at the National Convention Mikey Lango
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June 20, 2015 • Skypark in Scotts Valley 

Growing During Climate Change
The 2015 Garden Faire will be held on Saturday, June 20th, 
2014, in Scotts Valley’s Skypark from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
Faire will again be a free admission, educational event.

The first 9 Faires in Scotts Valley created great times for 
home gardeners and established an annual event for all 
who support sustainable gardening and landscaping in the 
Monterey Bay area. We’re doing it again with the same 
co-chairs, the original commitment to environment-friendly 
gardening, and hosted by the California Native Garden 
Foundation! 

Our 2015 theme, “Growing During Climate Change,” 
will explore the importance of individual actions toward 
building health of ourselves, our community and our planet, 
implementing new ideas and techniques that will assist and 
enhance the growth of plants, while sustaining our earth and 
our environment, resulting in organic/holistic food for body 
and spirit.

The faire provides speakers and expert demonstrations on 
aspects of sustainable gardening. This popular event also will 
include exhibits and plant sales by local garden-related  
community groups and businesses, the sale of garden-related 
goods, activities for kids, healthful food and spirited enter-
tainment to add to the festive atmosphere.

For more information, visit the Garden Faire website: 
http://www.thegardenfaire.org/home/about-2015/

The Garden Faire MBIS at the Garden Fair
Anyone that has any extra rhizomes be it two or 20 we 
will take them for our sale. Please send the name to me at 
shirleyjtrio@gmail.com. We MUST have a photo for every 
variety. Last year and the year before we still had irises 
showing up that had no photo and no name had been sent 
to Shirley. It is easy to send the name —please do it! We are 
all set with workers to staff the booth but if you want to 
come and just have some fun with us, please do.

This booth kicks off the selling season. There is so much 
to see at this Garden Faire. There are always several 
vendors selling small plants of vegetables for transplanting 
into you own vegetable garden. The prices are very low as 
compared to nurseries and grocery stores. By planting these 
starts you will get vegetables about three weeks sooner than 
if you plant seeds.

Workers can also look through the rhizomes and pick out 
a couple as payment for working the booth. You can’t have 
too many irises you know. There will be a lot of rebloom-
ing irises from our place. Every garden or yard needs at 
least two reblooming irises.

Prices will be mostly $4.00, and small ones will be $3.00 
maybe even $2.00 depending on the size. With any luck 
we will have some $5.00 rhizomes. We will have to rely on 
the judgment of the person actually making the sale.

We also want to add at least one rhizome free to each 
purchase. We need to build a patron base to attend our 
sales and there is nothing like something free to do that. 
See you at the meeting.

Shirley Trio-Probst

Shirley is the coordinator of our Garden Faire booth.
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Garden 
tour 2015

The iris that got away was that big! Craig and Karin Tarr’s Garden

Now point to the white one. The white one! Tarr’s garden Brunch at Sherry Austin’s garden
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“Is that what I think it is?” Irene.

“So here is what happens when the deer don’t eat them,” Charley points out.
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MBIS Does  
the National
photos by Jim Cummins

Panel of Keith Keppel, Joe Ghio and Barry Blythe was a hit Irene, Brenda and Christine meet Keith Keppel at his garden

Riley with Karin and Craig Tarr Virginia Kieser was recognized for attending 50 Nationals
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DOOR PRIZES IRISES
 1. ANGELS ABOUND, Kerr, Ruffled white w/red beards 
 2. BETTY FORD, Kerr, White, blue rim on F, red beards
 3. BLUE MY MIND, Schreiners, Purple blue, deeper in falls
 4. CAROUSEL OF DREAMS, Richardson, S. lavender; F. dark red, gold rim
 5. COW PATTY, Burseen, Brown infused gold
 6. DARK ICON, Kerr, S. blue, brown halo; F. red-purple
 7. HEARTS ON FIRE, J. Painter, Rosy-red; lacy
 8. IN THE LOOP, Ghio, S. white, yellow halo; F. white, red-violet band
 9. LOCO COCO, Burseen, Red brown; falls darker
 10. MINT MARK, Kerr, Lavender pink, lavender streaks
 11. NATTY ATTIRE, Burseen, Violet washed brown, tan band around F.
 12. PAYBACK TIME, Schreiners, S. saffron; F. blue, amethyst veining
 13. READY FOR MY CLOSEUP, Black, Rose claret to ruby red
 14. RHYTHM OF LOVE, B. Blyth, 11, S. creamy lemon; F. lilac, very ruffled
 15. SHAMAN’S MAGIC, Tasco, S. parchment; F. yellow veined red; black signal, AB
 16. SKIRTING THE ISSUE, Schreiners, S. apricot: F. ruby, apricot band
 17. SNAPARAZZI, B. Blyth, 11, S. blue white; F. lavender olive, tan band
 18. STEP BACK, Burseen, Blocky formed blended orange
 19. TIDAL RAVES, Schreiners, S. white; F. veined white overlayed dark purple
 20. VENUS BAY, B. Blyth, 11, S. Opal white; F. butterscotch

CULTURE TIPS

W
inter started out with much promise: 
December saw deluges of rain giving promise that 
the drought was over and good things were on the 

horizon. But that was just a false promise since it was downhill 
from there. 2015 became an almost carbon copy of 2014 except 
things happened even earlier. January for the first time in 
recorded history had not a drop of rain and the heat ratcheted 
up even earlier then the prior year. 70s and 80s were the norm 
rather then the exception. On the coast no frost was sighted 
and rain rarely occurred.
The consequence was that the irises didn’t know what to 
do and many just gave up and aborted their bloom points 
giving us one of the poorest bloom seasons ever. Later some 
of the increases turned into bloom-stalks which is fine 
except often you were left with nothing for the next year.

For TBs the bloom started in March, earlier then I ever 
remember then continued for what seemed like forever. 
Leaving for Portland on May 20, I left behind stalks that 
hadn’t yet opened, especially amongst the new seedlings.  
Returning May 26, the garden was still full of plentiful 
bloom and continue into the beginning of June. I was 
making crosses even today—June 5th. This has never  
happened before.

If you are served with Santa Cruz City water, you know we 
are in stage 3 drought restrictions—the most severe stage. 
Other water districts are encouraging conservation or have 
less severe cut back requirements. Irises are very drought 

resistant once established. We never water our irises once 
established. Only newly replanted irises receive water to get 
the growth going and then the amount is cut back until 
the rains take over—hopefully, they will return. Another 
way to save on watering is to replant later—like September. 
In our climate, this gives them plenty of time to get estab-
lished and bloom in the spring. I remember Glenn Corlew 
would often not get around to getting his irises reset until 
November and even December. The irises did just fine and 
he would win top prizes in the shows.

The things to get done this month is to snap out spent 
stalks, get those moisture sucking weeds cleared out and 
watch for any rot or mustard seed fungus and be sure to 
clean it out. The latter you don’t want to get established in 
your garden. For the latter get rid of the plants and the soil 
around those plants. Mustard Seed Fungus is soil borne and 
is long lasting—for years. It mimics soft rot but the telltale 
“mustard seed” webbing will tell you this is what you got. 
This was often in the past called “southern blight” since it 
thrived in warmer climates. We weren’t bothered by it but 
sure are now (global warming?). % Joe

July Picnic
Our annual Picnic where your door prize winnings will 
be distributed is July 18th. It will be held at a new area of 
Harvey West Park—the Friendship Garden area. 

Details and directions next month.


