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Next meeting Friday 18, 2018
Eating Starts 7:00 p.m.
Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Place Simpkins Swim Center 
979 17th Avenue, Santa Cruz

From The Prez

A 
big thank you to all the members that helped make our show a 
success. We seemed to have many PCI’s and also many more single blooms 
to show off to the public. I received some more judges training at the show 

courtesy of Riley Probst, and later toured Bay View Gardens with the show judges. 
Rosa’s house for dinner and Margaritas on Sunday was a nice way to end the show 
and my hat is off to those that made it happen.
The weekend of the 12-13th is the Spring Regional held in Mariposa. Karin and I 
will be going. The gardens of Kanarowski and Collings will be the guest gardens 
and we are excited to see them both. I also am the Central  Director of Region 
14, my job is to keep tabs on 5 area clubs.  Sadly, West Bay Iris Society closed its 
doors recently and my workload dropped from 5 clubs to 4. I hope to take some 
stalks to this event for the show and am hoping that 3 hours in the car will not 
damage my blooms. I am still stalking that elusive “Queen of Show”!

Sherry Austin invited Karin and I over to her garden along with Brad Collins 
from Iowa. We spent the better part of the day wandering through her impres-
sive beds of iris and her very impressive garden. I grow weeds best, Sherry grows 
everything else best. % Craig

Monthly meetings are held in Simpkins 
Swim Center unless otherwise stated.

Regular Meeting
Friday, May 18. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00  p.m.
Pizza Potluck.

Regular Meeting
Friday, June15. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.
Program
TBA
Refreshments
Rosanna & Ann

Annual July Picnic
Saturday, July 21 . . . . 11:00 a.m.–3:00p.m.
Harvey West Park
Potluck and Auction

Annual Sale
Dig. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe’s Ranch
Thursday,August 2nd

 . . . 9 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Sale . . . . Deer Park Shopping Center
Saturday, August 4th

 . 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m

Sale . . . . Cabrillo/Aptos Farmer Mkt
Saturday, August 11th

 8 a.m.–12:00 p.m

Sale . MPC/Monterey Farmer Mkt
Friday, August17th

 . . . . . 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m

Regular Meeting
Friday, August 17, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
TBA
Refreshments 

May Birthdays
Rosanna Kennedy  May 6
John Weininger May 20
Charley Kearns,  May 21

Karin and Sherry in Sherry's Garden photo by C. Tarr

Iris in May
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Board of Directors 2016
President
Craig Tarr  cht2325@yahoo.com 408 425-7207

Past President/Vice President
Barbara Hanson  barbara@barbaraltc.com 831 335-4949

Treasurer
Larrissa Daniel Larissa_paniza@hotmail.com 831 724-9162

Secretary
Brenda Wood woodbrenda@aol.com  831 724-5415
Jim Cummins jcummins@pacbell.net  831 438-1369

Show Chair
Charley Kearns kcf@verizon.net 408 315-1520

Newsletter 
Joe Ghio ghiobayview@att.net 831 423-3656
Ann Pike avpike@cruzio.com 831 426-8855

1 Year Board 2 Year Board
Riley Probst Catt Porter 
Rosa Radicchi Karin Tarr
Joan Scanlon Kathy Wood

Contacts
Hospitality & Refreshments
Shirley Trio shirleyjtrio@gmail.com 209 551-6323

Birthday List
Wayne Crabbs wayne@lomaprieta.us 408 353-4089

Craig presented Joe the Sydney B Mitchell Medal from the AIS National Convention 

Mini Show
As is our custom, we held our Mini-Show at the April 
meeting. Joe gives us good information on what makes a blue 
ribbon winner at the spring show.
He tells us what we can do to produce a perfect bloom stalk, 
and what not to do. Sherry Austin, Wayne Crabbs, Jim 
Cummins, Craig Tarr, and Catt Porter brought iris. Sherry 
Austin showed an Border Bearded, Oronocco Flow, that took 
best of show.

Cake at the meeting celebrating Virginia's 100th birthday

Previewing the mini show iris
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Welcome New Members!
Please welcome our new members. Beth Duron from 
Watsonville and Barbara Lawrence from Santa Cruz joined 
at the Show. Betty Arnold from Saratoga joined at the 
Cummins Garden Party. We hope to meet you all at an 
upcoming meeting.

May Meeting  
Awards Presentation
Charley will be presenting the cash awards, certificates, 
ribbons and rosettes at the May meeting right after the 
Pizza pot luck. The club purchases the pizza; you bring a 
side—veggie dish, salad, desert or something that will go 
well with pizza. Congratulations to this year’s  
show winners!

THE AWARD WINNERS

Horticultural

Best Of Show Joe Ghio,—BB, Tagline
Best Tall Bearded Sherry Austin,—TB, Babylon Queen
Best Tall Bearded—Non Commercial Grower
 Sherry Austin,—TB, Babylon Queen
Best Bearded Other Than Tall 
 Joe Ghio,—BB, Tagline
Best Border Bearded Joe Ghio,—BB, Tagline
Best Aril and Arilbred Sherry Austin,—Eye to Eye
Best Novice Kathy Wood—TB, Love the Sun
Best Historic Wayne Crabbs—TB, Modern Clasic (1975)
Best PCI Joe Ghio—Worker Bee
Best Species, Species X Charley Kearns,—Roy Davidson
Best Seedling Joe Ghio—(TB) 12-29V2
Best Beardless Seedling Joe Ghio—(PCI) 
Best Tall Bearded Seedling Joe Ghio—(TB) 12-29V2
Best Bearded Other Than Tall Seedling 
 Joe Ghio—BB
Ralph Coleman Award (Peoples’ Choice)  
 Craig Tarr—(TB) Presbys Crown Jewel
Silver Medal Joe Ghio—18 Blue, 
Bronze Medal Sherry Austin—10 Blue,
Artistic Division
People’s Choice Artistic Wayne Crabbs—Smokey Embers

2018 MBIS SHOW REPORT
by Charley Kearns, Show Chairman

Great show again this year with good attendance and 
public interest. Although fewer in number, the artistic 
arrangements were quite nice. 

We had more entries this year, 142, compared to 136 last 
year. There were 124 named varieties (113 last year) and 
18 seedlings, down from 23 last year. Those entering the 
most named varieties were: Joe Ghio 29, Sherry Austin 
20, Jim Cummins 17. Joe Ghio entered 12 seedlings, Jim 
Cummins 5 and Craig Tarr 1. 

For total ribbon count, there were 57 blues (53 last year), 
46 reds (29 last year). The 18 seedlings won 15 blues. 
Statistics aside, we had some outstanding entries and the 
trophy table was quite impressive. Joe Ghio won Best 
of Show with BB Tagline (Ghio 2018) Congratulations, 
Joe. Kathy Wood won Best Novice with her entry of TB 
Love The Sun. A complete list of winners follows. For the 
Artistic Section, Wayne Crabbs won People’s Choice with 
his beautiful creation, Smokey Embers. 

Wayne Crabbs’s single bloom display grew to 77 entries. 
The public cast 85 ballots for their favorite blossom. Karin 
Tarr’s Noble Gesture receivied the most votes. Sherry 
Austin’s Pedal Pushers came in second, with a tie for 3rd 
place— Brenda Wood’s Art Deco and Karin Tarr’s That’s 
All Folks.

We sold potted iris again at our show. Craig Tarr contrib-
uted many pots of iris, Charley Kearns, a few.

Joan Scanlon and Wayne Crabbs again provided room 
decoration. Wayne Crabbs’s large poster size prints made 
of photos he has taken in his iris garden decorated the 
walls of our room. Joan Scanlon made several small flower 
arrangements for the guest tables, the hospitality table and 
around the room.

Irene Cummins provided excellent hospitality services at 
the room entry. She and club volunteers greeted visitors 
making them feel welcome and making sure they had club 
materials. Results—two new members. Irene also provided 
much behind the scenes support. She brought food for a 
tasty continental breakfast for the judges, as well as snacks 
for volunteers working long shifts. Larissa Daniel brought 
berries, fresh from the fields near her. 

This year, we held our Judges Appreciation Lunch in 
house, reserving an extra room for this purpose. Sand-
wiches and salads were catered by Erics Deli. This arrange-
ment allowed a wider participation by club members and 
seemed to be enjoyed by those attending. 

A big thank you to all who participated in the show, 
volunteering in various capacities. 

And, gathering again at Rosa Radicchi’s “After Party”, 
provided an opportunity to relax and enjoy socializing with 
club members. Thanks, Rosa for all your work in putting 
this together! Another GREAT SHOW! I had fun, hope 
you did too.
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2018  
Annual Iris Show
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Batik entered by our new member Beth DuronBest of show, Tagline, entered by Joe

Wayne's peoples's choice arrangement

PCI Worker Bee

Wayne's popular single bloom table all photos this page by F. Valentine

Best tall bearded seedling, presented by Joe Ghio
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Iris at the 
Cummins
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Open Days in Santa Cruz

The Garden Conservancy will bring its nationwide Open 
Days program to Santa Cruz. On May 19th, three local  
gardens will be on a tour sponsored by the Conservancy. 
The Garden Conservancy was founded thirty years ago 
to preserve exceptional private gardens. It helps private 
gardens to become public gardens; restores, rescues, and 
rehabilitates existing public gardens; and assists gardens by 
providing preservation services. 

In 1995, the Conservancy launched the Open Days 
program to raise funds for its activities. Each year, this 
program includes a large number of private gardens 
throughout the United States; in 2017, it included forty-
one gardens in California. 

This year, for the first time, the Open Days program 
includes private gardens in Santa Cruz County. This Open 
Days event invites exploration of three interesting gardens, 
and local support for the Conservancy’s work to preserve 
significant private gardens. 

Open Days—Santa Cruz includes these gardens: 

“Tropics” of Santa Cruz 
Serious subtropical: palms, tree ferns, and all else semi-
tropical, plus a boulder-strewn pond and a Victorian-style 
greenhouse, all on sixty-by-220 foot lot with numerous 
ideas for the home gardeners. 

Odonata
This garden’s story began in the 1800s, declines through 
decades of neglect, and continues today with the vision of 
the present owner. It dazzles with fifty varieties of roses, 
over 800 varieties of bearded irises, and hundreds of other 
rare and unusual plants. The garden’s name, Odonata, is 
the scientific order of the dragonfly, which is the garden’s 
talisman. 

Botanical Garden in Small Scale 
This garden features beds dedicated to the five Mediterra-
nean climate zones. Other beds are used for roses, salvias, 
irises, and a very small orchard. In addition, there are a 
ten-foot-by-twelve-foot greenhouse, a central patio with a 
small aboveground pond, and a small sitting area in the 
back of the garden. The garden is in a continuous state of 
revision, unlike gardens that feature many mature plants, 
and demonstrates ideas in progress. 

Following the tour, there will be a Garden Conservancy 
special session: “Digging Deeper: Thematic Garden  
Planning” with Tom Karwin. Registration is required. 

For information on the Garden Conservancy, visit http://
www.gardenconservancy.org. For directions and more 
details for the Santa Cruz Open Days tour and the 
Digging Deeper session, click on https://tinyurl.com/
ybmlyvsh

By Tom Karwin

Brad Collins with Sherry Austin in her garden which is one of those on the garden tour photo by C. Tarr

http://www.gardenconservancy.org
http://www.gardenconservancy.org
http://
http://
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DOOR PRIZES IRISES
 1. BERRY BLAST, Sutton, S. pink; F. orange; marbled violet band
 2. BOUNDARY WATERS, Schreiners, Deep blue; bubbled
 3. COLOR WHEEL, P. Black, S. peach, gold veins; F red grape; peach sunburst
 4. COSMIC VOYAGE, Keppel, Orange ground; black cherry plicata
 5. DARK STORM, Tasco, Fancy violet plicata
 6. DRESSED TO IMPRESS, Ghio, S pink, deeper midribs; F orchid pink
 7. ELECTRIC BLAST, Sutton, Gold; ruby red veined edges of F
 8. FIRST PRIZE, Tasco, Pink, violet blot on F
 9. FOLIES BERGERE, S orange, F orange; black fuchsia band
 10. FRAMED, Sutton, S. primrose, F white; double rim of red-violet
 11. FUSE, Sutton, F. Red-purple; gold starburst
 12. LATE HOURS, Schreiners, S velvet purple, F black; red beards
 13. MAMMOTH ORANGE, Sutton, S. orange buff, F white orange buff band
 14. MORNING WORLD, Schreiners, Ruffled hyacinth lav. self
 15. OPTIC OVERLOAD, Tasco, S buff yellow, F violet; lined darker
 16. PRICELESS MEMORIES, Tasco, S. orange; F. dark maroo
 17. RUM IS THE REASON, Schreiners, Unusual rum blend
 18. SOFT ELEGANCE, Sutton, S. white & cream, F. violet with white starburst
 19. TANTALIZING, Blyth, 14, S white; R raspberry; light in center
 20. VARIETY SHOW, Sutton, S. yellow, F greyed orange band; violet to wine edge

CULTURE TIPS

A
s usual, another unusual year but this 
time with a twist. Here it is May 8, 2018 and the 
Pacificas are just finishing up and the TB's are only 

on the upside of peak bloom, something like two weeks 
late. In 65 years of growing irises, I never recall such a late 
year. The earlier TB was very short here and the bloom now 
is more normal. The size of the blooms and color intensity 
has been exceptional due to the relatively cool weather. 
As a result of the tropical and humid winter we had up to 
mid-February, followed by relatively cool, even cold, next 
6 weeks caused much confusion on the part of all plants of 
what to do. On the irises this caused lot of bloompoints to 
simply give up and abort. Many with no bloom or regular 
bloom are now also reacting by increasing turning in 
bloomstalks giving us a "second" season of bloom. Nothing 
you can do about it. Simply enjoy it!
And go back to the regular routine at this time of the year: 
Snap out or cut out spent stalks and dig pesky weeds. If you 
want to give you irises a bit of a boost, sprinkle a LIGHT, 
emphasis light, application of a balance fertilizer. You can 
give a regular watering up to late June. Let up or even stop 
watering thru the summer if you have heavier soils. Aphids 

Pizza Party night! For the meeting 
bring sides like veggies & salads to 
compliment the pizza.

SHOW AFTERPARTY
Rosa Radicchi, again, hosted a wind down party at her home 
Sunday after we cleaned up from our very successful show. 
It was great to be able to relax over wine and her delicious 
cuisine. Judging from the noise level of the chatting among 
the group, everyone had a very nice time. Thanks, Rosa—and 
thanks Frank Ching for helping her prepare.

NOT a REBLOOMER Month!
Irises are now blooming. It is March, so there is no 
Rebloomer drawing. You can still choose to bring iris!

and other pests can be a problem. Beyer's 3 in 1 mite control 
has been excellent for control pests and even rust and to 
degree even leaf spot. The latter pretty much stops being a 
problem in the summer months. This year soft rot has not 
been a problem at all. Now we will wait to see what the rest 
of the year brings. % Joe


