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June, 2020
MEETING CANCELLED!!
Doors open 7:00 p.m.
Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Place Simpkins Swim Center 
979 17th Avenue, Santa Cruz

From The Prez

M 
y garden was beautiful this year and my last iris opened today.  
It was the first bloom of this rhizome after planting it three years ago.  
Sadly it was not what it was labeled as and will join my ugly seedlings in 

the trash bin. Karin and I were very appreciative of our gardens this year and I spent 
many hours in them admiring all the 500+ different blooms. We also have seen 
results from our hybridizing attempts and most of them are not pretty. However, 
some show promise and although the blooms not quite perfect they are ours that we 
did ourselves.
As President, I have been keeping an eye on the situation regarding the picnic, 
our meetings and sales for our club. As of today, the First of June, the picnic at 
Jim and Irene Cummins home is still on. THIS MAY BE CANCELLED AT 
A LATER TIME. Our health is my first priority and I will leave it up to our 
members to decide on whether or not they can take the risk. Jim believes that 
social distancing can be accomplished at the event and I agree with him. The 
picnic is seven weeks away and I am sure that everyone can make the right choice 
regarding their attendance.

Our meetings are still not allowed and I have no idea when the county will open 
things up for gatherings. The MBIS board members will decide on this at a later 
date. We do not as of yet have a new meeting place.

We are currently looking into a sale at the Cabrillo Farmers Market. They are 
now open and we may be able to get a spot.  This is dependent on many things 
and is still not yet a sure thing. If it does happen, it will be small and run by a few 

Monthly meetings are held in Simpkins 
Swim Center unless otherwise stated.

Regular Meeting
Zoom meeting

Friday, June 19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.
Program
History of AIS Awards, Jane Jordan
Refreshments
Do it your self Pot luck at home

Maybe Annual July Picnic
Saturday, July 18 . . . . 11:00 a.m.–3:00p.m.
Maybe at the Cummins, maybe Zoom
Potluck and Auction

Stay turned!
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Joe at the “Ranch” this spring C Tarr

Virtual Meeting 
night! Dream up 
your meal to go with 
the meeting.

The meeting will be by Zoom. 
If you would be interested in 
attending, please contact  
Charley or Craig for that 
invite. You can find those email 
addresses on page 2 on the board 
list. Our meetings are open and 
we encourage visitors!

June Birthdays
Jane Jordan June 5
Scott Smith June 12
Elaine Fischer June 14
Brenda Wood June 22
Shirley Trio June 25



2 www.montereybayiris.org Bay News, May, 2020

bz z z z z z z z z z z z z z zza

bzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzza

Board of Directors 2020
President
Craig Tarr  cht2325@yahoo.com 408 425-7207

Past President
Barbara Hanson  barbara@barbaraltc.com 831 335-4949

Vice President 
Wayne Crabbs wayne@lomaprieta.us  408 353-4089

Treasurer
Larrissa Daniel Larissadaniel@sbcglobal.net 831 724-9162

Secretary
Brenda Wood woodbrenda@aol.com  831 724-5415
Jim Cummins jcummins@pacbell.net  831 438-1369

Show Chair
Charley Kearns kcf@verizon.net 408 315-1520

Newsletter 
Joe Ghio ghiobayview@att.net 831 423-3656
Ann Pike avpike@cruzio.com 831 426-8855

1 Year Board 2 Year Board
Sherry Austin  Jo Chisholm 
Rosa Radicchi  Mikey Lango
Linda Lomperis Barbara Wiles

Contacts
Hospitality & Refreshments
Shirley Trio shirleyjtrio@gmail.com 209 551-6323

Birthday List
Wayne Crabbs wayne@lomaprieta.us 408 353-4089

members as possible. I would like the community to know 
we are still in operation and gardening has taken on a new 
life with everyone staying at home and cooking their own 
meals.

Until we meet again….. % Craig

P.S. Thank you Joe Ghio for my final garden training at Bay 
View Gardens. This was the final hurdle I needed to be eligible 
to be an AIS Garden/Exhibition Judge. With RVP Jean 
Richter’s recommendation to AIS to finalize the process, I 
hope to be a Judge sometime this year. It has taken 3 years and 
24 classes in 6 different states to complete about 36 hours of 
training to accomplish this. I am very excited.

Prez message cont.

June Zoom Meeting
Ee will again be meeting be Zoom. You should get an invite 
by email but you do not, or if you wish to visit our meeting-
contact Craig or Charley. Their emails are listed at the top 
right side of this page.

New Member
Cathy Craig of Prescott, AZ joined our club this month. 
Cathy is interested in growing iris and had visited our 
website. She had also become aware of Joe Ghio’s introduc-
tions and their style. She loves his pink iris in particular.
Seeing that Joe is a member of our club and that our newslet-
ter often covers his iris, she decided to join us. Cathy also 
mentioned that she likes our newsletter’s format, appearance 
and organization. Take a bow, Ann Pike. We are honored 
that Cathy found us, likes Joe, and likes our newsletter. 
Welcome to the Joe Ghio fan club. We are all members of 
that club, too. Charley Kearns

June Program
The June Program will be a presentation by Jane Jordan on AIS 
Awards including history of the creation of each award, the 
individual(s) the awards commemorate and photos of the winners for 
the past several years. Many of the awards have been given to present 
MBIS members such as the Dykes Memorial Medal, John C. Wister 
Medal, Williamson-White Medal, Sass Medal, and the Sydney B. 
Mitchell Award. Detailed information as covered in the presentation 
is available on the AIS website at: http://www.irises.org/about-ais/
awards-symposiums/.

CULTURE TIPS

I 
t seems every year now we have unusual, 
even weird weather. The last spring certainly was 
different and unusual from the past ones. We 

had a mini-drought for some 6 weeks from all of February 
to the middle of March. It was very warm, even hot as 
well. Water is important to plants that are coming out 
of dormancy and we just didn’t get any. Irises put out a 
spurt of rapid spring growth at this time. They also like 
cold during the winter months which we also didn’t have 
a significant amount of. Irises, particularly here on the 
Coast, certainly got precious little cold or rain at this key 
time period.

We did get significant amount of rain from mid-March 
into April, but while helping it was a bit to late. The irises 
bloomed or didn’t but on the other hand, the roses per-
formed as they never have before. I have been growing roses 
for 72 years, starting with my mother in 1948. This was 
the best bloom on them in all those years of growing roses.

June is the month to tidy up the plantings. Get rib of weeds 
and cut or snap out the spent bloom stalks. You want the 
strength to go into best growth in the maturing rhizomes. 
I no longer water my established iris plantings after early 
June. I have clay soil here in Santa Cruz and loam in Cor-
ralitos. If you have a very sandy soil or very hot summers, 
you may have to give some water to your plantings. If you 
are a rebloom fan, some water will help get better perfor-
mance from them. Even a light application of fertilizer 
will help get better bloom from them. I have found that 
“reblooming” varieties send up stalks even without water, 
but they aren’t as lush as those that get water.

The Club is uncertain about how we are going to handle 
our usual summer activities and decisions must be made 
this month. % Joe
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Not Pasatiempo and Joe writes that he does not know the name of this wonderful PCI, Ghio? Wendy King

Japanese Plum, Japanese, Chad Harris, 2010 Jane Jordan

Roy Davidson, Hager, 1987,  Lupe Allen

Members iris photos
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clockwise from above left:
Black Joker, Siberian, Shafer/Sacks, 2013 
Jane Jordan
Costa Rica, Ghio, 1995
Future Bride, Blyth, 2016
Redneck Romeo, Stout, 2017, three 
above photo by Kathy Wood

Subtile Beauty, TB, Rick Tasco, 2011, 
photo by Mikey Lango
Unknown Name, Japanese, Elaine Fischer
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Ziggy, Virginia Keyser, 1997 Craig Tarr Dracula’s Kiss, Schreiners, 2009 Wendy King

Why Be Normal, Nov. Flattie, Tom Johnson, 2014 Mikey Lango

Craig’s Seedling Craig Tarr

Craig’s Seedling Craig Tarr
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Powerhouse, 2019, Ghio Wayne Crabbs Dark Energy, 2019, Keppel Wayne Crabbs

First Prize, 2017, Tasco Wayne CrabbsOcean Sunset, 2019, Sutton Wayne Crabbs


