o

Our iris auction from an other life time and another park

From The Prez

SR UMMER IS ALWAYS THE TIME to look out at your garden and make
s =))53 decisions for the coming spring. Karin and I have found, as many
27y of our MBIS members have, that large gardens require an incredible

amount of attention. Just a couple of years ago we were growing nearly 800
varieties of iris. Today, we have reduced that number to about 150.

These days I'm doing limited hybridizing while we’re in Idaho, and I grow my
seedlings in pots once we're back in Santa Cruz because of the ravenous gophers
that plague our garden. Ten years ago, gophers would nibble on iris rhizomes
but usually leave the plants alone. That has certainly changed. Now they seem
to prefer iris over almost everything else, eating the entire plant—from the
rhizome to the tips of the fans. To combat the problem, we’ve moved almost
entirely to growing in pots. Containers solve many of the issues associated
with planting directly in the ground. Watering and fertilizing are easier to
manage, and the plants are much better protected from gophers. The tradeoff
is that we've had to reduce the size of our collection, and every plant needs to
be repotted about every two years. Still, it’s a small price to pay compared with
losing plants to hungry rodents.

Between the seedlings and the wonderful new introductions each year, Karin
and I still find ourselves overwhelmed. Our grandchildren, who keep us happily
occupied every week, are still a bit too young to help with watering, weeding,
and digging. Perhaps that will change as they get older, although I suspect our
kids won’t be quite as enthusiastic about recruiting the next generation to work
in the garden as we were with them!
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Annual Picnic Saturday, 18, 2026
DeLaveaga Park 11 A.M.
Auction

Potluck

Pick up Door Prize iris

Monthly meetings are held on che chird
Friday at the Aptos Grange unless

otherwise stated

Annual July Picnic

Saturday, July 18.... 11:00 A.M.~3:00P.M.
DeLaveaga George Washington
Grove/40 Thieves picnic area

Potluck and Auction

Annual Sale
Sale.... Deer Park Shopping Center

Saturday, August I**Setup.......... 7:30
Sale. ... 9 AM.-12:00 P.M
Sale....Cabrillo/Aptos Farmer Mkt
Saturday, August 8" Setup ............ 7:30
Sale ..., 8 AM.~12:00 P.M
Sale...... Westside Farmer Mkt
2716 Mission St Ext

Saturday, August 15 Setup........ 7:30
Sale ... 8§ AM.—~12:00 P.M
Regular Meeting

Friday, August 21, 7:00P.M.
TBA

Potluck Refreshments

Bring good recent door prize
iris fo the picric! .

The better the trir the belfer
the raffle!

Lf you have iriv for the Qugust
saler and need ée/p dlggirng
thermr p/eme send out an ernralil

[or help.

July Birtthdays
Barbara Wiler
fred Valentine

July 2
Sotly 77



As I write this, Karin is signing us up for the 2027

AIS Convention in Oklahoma City. If you'd like to
join us for what promises to be a wonderful event, the
convention begins on April 26, 2027, and registration is
now open at ais2027convention.org.

I've always wanted to visit Hugh Stout’s Dancing Tree
Gardens in Oklahoma City, and now I'll finally have
the opportunity. Everything we've seen suggests this
will be an outstanding convention, and we’re looking
forward to it. The convention website is well designed
and easy to navigate. Karin completed our registration
on her phone in about five minutes—and was especially
impressed that they even accept Apple Pay! The only
drawback so far? The convention T-shirts are—not
exactly my color. Of course, that didn’t stop Karin from
ordering them anyway!

I would like to add that after I completed my monthly
message, my son suggested that I run it through
ChatGPT to see how new technology helps the average
human. Al wrote the following paragraph in response
to my attempt and rewrote the entire message to make it
more “user friendly”.

Your newsletter has a warm, conversational style that feels
authentic and personal, which is one of its strengths. 1
would mainly suggest tightening some sentences, smoothing
transitions, and removing a few repeated ideas. I also
toned down a couple of phrases that might distract readers
(such as “slave labor” and “(and not for the better)”) while
keeping the humor.

All for now! See you at the picnic. %% Craig

We have several new member we would like to welcome.

Please welcome Robert Bucci, Carolyn and John Honnette,:% introductions will contain Mid-America TB intros,

and Kathy Nunez that all joined in June. We hope to see
them at the picnic and at future meetings.

Iris Up for Auction!

The iris on the last pages are the many of the iris being
auctioned. The auction will also have some other
surprises you just will not want to miss. But, here on
these pages you have a sample of some of what the picnic |
will have in the way of iris!

If you can not attend the picnic dig, find Jo at the
picnic and she has the bags.

If you can not attend the picnic let Jo know and
she will hold you bag. You can also let her know if
you are having someone pick up the bag for you.
Unclaimed iris are put into the auction.

jochisholm0700@gmail.com 408-209-5708

icnic, Ruﬂile and Auction
DeLaveaga George Washington
Grove/40 Thieves picnic area

: July 18", 2026, 11:00 a.m. to 4 p.m.
% 850 Branciforte Dr, SantaCruz, CA, 95065.

Door Prizes This is the time to pick up the
door prize irises you won during the year and also the
iris for the show workers. If you can’t make the picnic,
have someone pick them up for you or they will be auc-
tioned off. Repeat! All iris not claimed will be auctioned!

The Park Our picnic spot is a shady picnic
area with ample parking and a near by bathroom. We have
a license for drinks and there is electric power for keeping
the food warm. See driving directions, right.

re
%
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Food and Beverages Bring a dish to share with
10-20 others (salad, veggies, main dish or dessert) and
what ever you would like to drink.

What Else to Bring Your own plate, utensils, and
glass. A table cloth if you want to cover the table. Paper
bags for your new irises. A hat if you like, bring a chair
to be more comfortable and so you can move closer to
the auction, money or checkbook to pay for incredible
iris bargains, and last, but not least bring iris! Bring
increases of last year’s door prizes and any other newer
varieties. You don’t need to cut the fans. Write the
names with permanent marker on the lower part of

the middle leaf.
% Acution & Raffle We will be having our usual

| auction and raffle with Cralg as this year’s auctioneer.
There will be quite an amazing collection of irises

1 available. The auction will included 2024 & 2025

i

I Keppel, and other surprises. Bring your checkbook!
| Bring a chair!

This year for the raffle instead of receiving 5, 10, or 25

raffle tickets, each with a different seven digit number,

1 you'll receive a sheet of tickets that all carry one unique

%@ number assigned just to you. No more trying to keep

% track of a handful of different numbers! Tickets are 5 for
$5, 10 for $10, and for the best deal, 25 for $20.

Show Bonus Iris

If you helped out at the show, you are due to receive an
iris from this year’s picnic picks. Each helper will come
away with an iris. Before the auction and lawn raffle starts
all the show helpers will be allowed to go out and have

a first pick of their choice of the lawn iris. If you are not
able to be at the picnic, please ask someone to choose for
you and bring you that iris.
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Driving Directions
From SV/San Jose

If you are coming from Highway 17, get off on Ocean,
keep going into town but stay in left lane for 4 or 5 blocks,
then turn left on WaterStreet—Shell gas on right. Now on
Water, take a left on Market—the first signal. Go straight
on Market, which after you go under the freeway, will end
up being Branciforte Drive and will take you on to the
picnic area. Map below
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Driving Directions
From South County

From the south take Morrisey exit and turn to right before
crossing freeway then take an immediate left, onto Rooney
Street. Be sure ignore the right turn onto the Freeway.
This frontage street—Rooney—will take you to Goss and
at bottom of hill turn right on Branciforte DRIVE. You
will cross Branciforte STREET—do NOT turn on it!
Continue on Branciforte Drive until you get to the park.

Map below.
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From all directions

Once you are on Branciforte Drive in about a mile you
will come to a fork with Glen Canyon Road branching
off to the left. Do NOT take that fork, but continue on
Branciforte. Go past the first DeLaveaga Park entrance.
Then look for the signs for the George Washington Park

picnic area, 850 Branciforte Drive.

If you end up lost call Jim
831-438-3360 and he can probably
get you found

George Washinglon
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When Saturday, August 8", 2026 1

Where Aptos Farmers’s Market I
Cabrillo College

Set up Time 7:30 a.m. We need help for the set up. i

We hope you will help us sell during the morning. We will

need additional iris for this sale, bring them to the sale. I

There will be a dig for the picnic at the Jo and Lloyd’s
house on Wednesday, July 15, 8 to noon, snacks and lunch
provided. Their address is 15750 Adams Ridge Los Gatos,
CA, 95033, RSVP 408-209-5708. Help is needed to label
and prep the iris. Diane is also growning doorprizes so we
will have a dig at her house on Thursday, July 16", 8—noon,
7 Cutter Cove, Watsonville, 95076 831-206-1444, with

a potluck lunch. Then to finish eveything off and fill the
bags, we will have a dig back at Jo and Lloyd’s, again 8 to
noon, lunch provided.

Sale Time 8:00— to noon (or sell out).
- s e e s e e mm o mm o mm ol

When Saturday, August 15*, 2026 1

Where Westside Farmers’s Market I
2716 Mission St Ext

Set up Time 7:30 a.m. We need help for the set up. I

We hope you will help us sell during the morning. We will

need additional iris for this sale, so bring them to the sale. I

Then there will be sales digs at the prior to August 1* sale.
On Wednesday, July 29, Sherry Austin will have her major
dig and labeling event on Wednesday July 29th. for our Red
Apple Rio Del Mar Sale. Sheery’s address is 720 Olson Rd,
Soquel, Ca. 95073, RSVP sherry@sherry-austin.com We
need everyone who is able to help with this one. She needs
many hands to make light work! 9-12 noon, then potluck.
Be sure to check your email for other sale digs and locations.

Sale Time 8:00— to noon (or sell out).
- s e e s e e mm o mm o mm ol

The iris will be labeled, prepped and the truck loaded with g g
bles and oth. lies. | _
rables and other supplies Board of Directors 2026
President
Craig Tarr cht2325@yahoo.com 408 425-7207

Information on dividing iris is located on our website under
the menu heading of growing iris. Then if you are reading

Past President
Diane Sampson dianesampson@baymoon.com 831 206-1444

the section on “transplanting,” you will finding directions to Vice President

divide your iris. Wayne Crabbs wayne@lomaprieta.us 408 353-4089
https://montereybayiris.org/growing-bearded-iris/ Treasurer
Lloyd Clark Lloyd.clark@comcast.nett ~ 408-406-8584
Secretary
Brenda Wood  woodbrenda@aol.com 831 724-5415
F=—_ =- =" = ="="=|"="m= =1 Jim Cummins  jcummins@pacbell.net 831438-3360
MEBIS Annual Irvis Sale Show Chair
I When Saturday, August 1*, 2026 I ) ) )
Where Deer Park Shopping Center, courtyard John Skinner  jks@cruzio.com 831359-8624
I in front of the Red Apple Café I Newsletter
Set up Time . 7:30 a.m. We l'leed help for. the set up. Joe Ghio ghiobayview@att.net 831423-3656
I We h(.)pe.you will .hftlp us sell during the morning. If you I ‘Ann Pike avpike@cruzio.com 831 426-8855
are bringing your iris direct to the sale, please cut the fans
I to about 6-8", cut roots to 2" or 6", print the name clearly I 1 Year Board 2 Year Board
on the middle leaf with a permanent marker, and write Jo Chisholm Carl Harris
I the color if possible. If you bring varieties other than TBs, I Rosa Radicchi Jane Jordan
please mark IB (intermediate), BB (border), SDB, (stan- Kathy Wood Sharon Medler
dard dwarf), MDB (miniature dward, MTB (miniature
LT | Contacts
I Sale Time 9:00— to noon (or sell out). I “I\-Inosl;ll;ahty & R:g;fhn:lents
If you cannot get to Deer Park early, please drop your naticims - anna @yahoo.com
I donation iris at the home of a member who will be I Membership
there for set up. Jo Chisholm jochisholm0700@gmail.com 408-209-5708
| DPlease bring brown grocery bags if you have any, | Birthday List
comfortable shoes, and lots of friends to buy our iris. Wayne Crabbs ~ wayne@lomaprieta.us 408 353-4089
E o o oo v on on on on = =m
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JANE’S
JAPANESE
IRLS
BLOOMS

left: Craola Kiss, Walker, 2005

top: Pure Emotion, Aitken, 2013
botton: Geisha’s Blush, Spence, 2025
all photos by Jane Jordan
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Jo Chisholm; Best Pacific Coast Iris, Best Single Blossom, Best
Seedling

—

Lloyd Clark: three blue ribbons

2026
IRLS SHOW

WINNERS

it

' MEEP ARER '
GLEAN AT
ALL TIHES
A

A .
L K e
Wayne Crabbs: Best Beardless, Bronze Medal

=
L=
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Craig presenting Joe with two ATIS medals for his winning PCls

Culture 'I'ips

7537} HE SUMMER MONTHS are time to dig and replant
)
&67
et

A replant into the early fall.

your irises. But in our climate you can continue to

3

This is the time to cut out or snap out the spent stalks and
clean out any weeds that compete with the iris rhizomes
for nutrients. If you want a neater garden, clean out the
dead leaves and cut off diseased parts of leaves.

All incoming new rhizomes—and even those you are
replanting—should be dipped in a bleach drench made up
of 1 part bleach to 9 parts water. Submerge at least to well
above the “bulb” base of the rhizome. Leave in the solution
for 10—15 minutes. Then, some suggest to clean them

off in clear water. I have found this isn’t really necessary,
but, this part is: The rhizomes MUST be completely dry
when you replant them. The chlorine must be completely
evaporated or your new spring growth will be all wrinkled
and the bloom not normal.

Keep your newly replanted irises wet enough. A deep
watering will last about a week. Keep your newly replanted

Bay News, July 2026
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irises watered until the rhizome show four full new leaves,
then you can cut back to less frequent watering. If you

plant late, the fall rains should do the job.

A comment on the bane of iris growing—and over 200
specie—is mustard seed fungus. It was rarely a problem
in our mild climate but it now is the number one disease
we face. That is why dipping is so important. It kills any
spores on the plant, but does help little if you have it in
the garden since mustard seed is soil borne. It makes its
appearance in late spring into the summer. It shows as a
creamy rot at the base of the fan and has no smell. Small
spores—the size of mustard seeds—show in the rot.
Immediately dig the plant, clean out the infected area and
dip in the bleach solution. I found it best not to replant
these rhizomes for a couple of weeks so you can be sure
the rhizome is “clean”.

Since the fungus spores can be viable for years, remove
the soil where the plant was growing and get rid of it.
Replanting a “clean” rhizome in the same soil, exposes
it to getting the fungus. Always get rid of any showing
any signs of the telltale white webbing. Also dusting the
resulting hole with a chlorine cleanser (Comet) before

refilling is helpful %% Joe

Table of iris for the auction



Raffle and Auction Iris

The following is a list of iris which will be part of either the auction or
the raffle. They are listed by year if you want to look them up. If you do,
you can go to the doorprize page of our website and refer to the photo
files of past years’ door prizes. If not there then just look on the internet.
Most of these iris were donated by Jo and Lloyd. Wayne, Diane, Jim and
Elena also donated iris. Thanks to all!

If you can, please bring good recent current iris from your garden to also
be part of the raffle. If you know ahead of time what you are bringing,
notify Jo as she is preparing a photo slide show of all the iris. You still
can bring iris last minute. Please do!

2025

Butterfly Eye, Black, 2025
Happy Cat, Dash, 2025

2024

All Lined Up, Johnson, 2024

As You Wish, Johnson, 2024
Bonnie’s Pleasure, Tasco, 2024
Boxing Ring, Johnson, 2024
Can’t Be Denied, Johnson, 2024
Canterbury Belle, Keppel, 2024
Come Fly With Me, Johnson, 2024
Ease Your Mind, Ghio, 2024
Enthusiastic, Black, 2024

Hot Granny, Stout, 2024
Indelible, Sutton, 2024

Jealous Rage, Johnson, 2024
Leading Role, Johnson, 2024
Light Switch, Mego, 2024
Maroon Bells Glow, Sutton, 2024
My Lighthouse, Van Liere, 2024
Pinch Me Pink, Tasco, 2024
Pretty Rich, Johnson, 2024
Romany Rogue, Remare, 2024
Rooted in Tradition, Sutton, 2024
Secretive, Johnson, 2024

Steady Date, Keppel, 2024

Take My Hand, Johnson, 2024
Truth Be Told, Collins, 2024
Vocalize, Johnson, 2024
Watching You, Johnson, 2024
We Are Magic, Johnson, 2024
Wonderful Tonight, Dash, 2024

8

2023

A Bit Edgy, Mego, 2023

Ahh May Zing, Burseen, 2023
All Stitched Up, Johnson, 2023
Blueberry Shortcake, Collins, 2023
Born to Party, Johnson, 2023
Boysenberry Drizzle, Black, 2023
Cherished Memories, Tasco, 2023
Dare the Devil, Burseen, 2023
Earth and Sun, Black, 2023
Focused Energy, Sutton, 2023
Follow My Lead, Johnson, 2023
Fully Charged, Sutton, 2023
Gone Viral, Johnson , 2023
Grace and Beauty, Blyth, 2023
Here Comes Trouble, Johnson, 2023
Let Me Be There, Johnson, 2023
Midnight Voyage, Sutton, 2023
Pooh’s Honey Pot, D. Toth, 2023
Positively Pink, Sutton, 2023
Shifting Gears, Keppel, 2023
Snow Kiss, Keppel, 2023
Somebody Special, Keppel, 2023
Steady Date, Keppel, 2023
Stephanie Returns, Dash, 2023
This is Crazy, Johnson, 2023
Victorian Queen, Keppel, 2023
War of Words, Johnson, 2023
War of Words, Johnson, 2023
Web of Lies, Johnson, 2023

Zero Gravity, Johnson, 2023

www.monteteybayiris.org

2022

Adrenaline Junkie, Black, 2022
Central Intelligence, Keppel, 2022
Charming Oakie, Burseen, 2022
Flame Stitch, Johnson, 2022
Flatlander, Keppel, 2022

High Achiever, Keppel, 2022
Spine Tingler, Johnson, 2022
Stellar Wind, Sutton, 2022
Unbridled Passion, Johnson, 2022
Vava Voom, Miller, 2022

2021

Centennial Celebration, Ford, 2021
Focused Energy, Sutton, 2021
Franks Dream, Dash, 2021
Mooneetoon, Burseen, 2021
Nebraska Dawn, Burseen, 2021
Quietly Awesome, Tasco, 2021
Rule the World, Johnson, 2021
Older Iris

Jedi Princess, Dash, 2019,

Pearl of Nitra, Mego, 2019

Always and Forever, Schreiner, 2016
Belle Fille, Smith, 2015
Bewitchment, Ghio, 2004

The [follorving pages are this year's
door prize iris. fffer the bags are
[illed with the irir you won during
the year, the iris lef? over are the
iy e auction.
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1. Accent on Color, Black, 2025 2. Angel Falls, Black, 2025
N T I
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18. Clear and Crisp, Johnson, 2025

21 Deliéibso, Johnson, 2025

k . 24, Essential, Mega

2025

Y

»

23. Devil in Disguise, Black, 2025
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26. Falcon Heart, Johnson, 2025 27. Feel the Magic, Black, 2025

~
29. For Dessert, Keppel 2025
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42. Jealous Rage, Johnson, 2025

and
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53. Never Ending Story, Johnson, 2025

R,
.

60. Pistols at Da
Miller, 2025
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65. She Will Be Loved, Johnson, 2025 66. Shemozzle, Johnson’ 2025

< )mson,zozg's,ﬁ
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76. Time Bomb, Miller, 2025

L, o

79. Vein Ambition, Van Liere, 2025 80. Wave of Passion, Johnson, 2025 81. Witches Stitches, BIack 2025

Bay News, July 2026 www.monteteybayiris.org 15



