Craig as the auction master
From The Prez

SOEaey - ; icni
E7gMs] WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL INVOLVED in making the July picnic a

ssillias success. It was a beautiful day in a very nice setting. As usual, the food
Beea>A and friendship were exceptional. The new venue worked out very well
and Carol Casey has reserved the same site for next year. I appreciate the effort
that many of you put into growing, sorting, labeling and selling hundreds of iris
for the benefit of the society. We use the proceeds of this day to help fund our
yearly activities and special events.

This year I took all my new iris to my brother’s place in Idaho to plant. The iris
that I have grown at home has been ravaged by gophers and the only remedy is
to grow them in pots or raised beds in Santa Cruz. I cannot keep up with the
destruction. So, Idaho it is. Zero gophers, flood irrigation and free fertilizer from
his small herd of Highland cattle. I have about 45 varieties there now and it’s
only about 9 miles from Sutton’s iris where I visit several times a year during the
flowering season.

As I write this I am in Idaho and the smoke from the Oregon and Washington
wildfires is really thick. The AQI, (Air Quality Index), has been over 150
everyday that I have been here and has gone over 200 a few of the days.
Temperature has fluctuated between the high 90s and 105. Most people stay
indoors for much of the day with air purifiers running. Outdoor sports and
activities have been severely curtailed. My project activities in the shop with the
heat and smoke are minimal at best. There is no end in sight at the moment
and only when the fires are tamed will the air quality get better. This may take
weeks. ...yuk!
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At this months meeting we will be having a board meeting
prior to the general meeting. Included topics will be the
upcoming Spring Regional, regime change, and rhizome
sales update. As usual if you want to have an idea addressed
I would appreciate a heads up by email or phone call. T will
see you at the meeting! % Craig

CULTURE TIPS

%}’:‘f‘ & o far the mornings have been cloudy, with the fog
s = burning off by noon in Santa Cruz. Then the day
<23 heats up to a peak around 4:00 pm, and sometimes

it has hit the low 80s.

This is the month we work hard to complete the replanting
of the bearded irises. In replanting, it is important to
thoroughly water in the newly planted rhizomes so the

soil fills in around the rhizome and roots. Best results will
rise from watering the newly planted rhizomes at least once
a week until you get four new leaves. Usually by then,

we hit October, and we might actually get some rain.
When you water, water all your plants deeply, and irises are
no exception.

If you haven’t done so already, this is the month to kick up
your replanting of bearded irises into high gear. Generally,
add organic matter to your beds in the form of compost,
manures or even something like mushroom compost. A
light application of super phosphate or bone meal is also
helpful. Apply by broadcasting, working them into the soil
or by putting a handful in each hole as you plant.

Before replanting it is best to dip all your irises, newly
acquired or even your own, in a bleach solution, one part
bleach to nine parts water. Submerge the plants up to

at least one inch above the rhizome. Keep them in the
solution for 10—15 minutes, then dunk them in clear
water and set them out to completely dry before planting.
This last direction is very important or else you are likely
to have deformed plants in the spring. This process of
soaking in bleach is helpful in killing off any fungus you
do not want to introduce to your garden. Bearded irises
tolerate being out of the soil for a couple of weeks, but
keep them in the shade. Cut them back just before
planting to keep them from falling over and to force new
growth to form. Bearded iris do best if the sun can get

to the top of the rhizomes. Keep the weeds away from
the plants. If you do not feel like pulling weeds later on,
sprinkle some pre-emergent on your beds after you are
done with your planting. Be sure to use markers to label
your plants, and draw a map of the new area showing the
new varieties, so you will know which iris is which, even if
you loose the markers.

With rebloomers, if you have them planted together,
this is the month to give them a light application of a
balanced fertilizer and a weekly watering. This is more
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likely to encourage repeat bloom. If they are mixed in
with your other irises, you can do the same to them, but
more growth on non-repeaters won’t encourage them to
rebloom. % Joe

August door prizes

For the August door prize iris, members need to bring
some of their their garden iris rhizomes to be given as door
prizes. Bring something special, like a a good rebloomer,
recent introduction, a Ghio iris, or a popular “classic”.

We will also have some choice iris from the sales. This

is a rebloomer month so bring your blooms to be in that
drawing.

Dividing Iris

Information on dividing iris is located on our website under
the menu heading of growing iris. Then if you are reading
the section on “transplanting,” you will finding directions to
divide your iris.
https://montereybayiris.org/growing-bearded-iris/
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For those who had other commitments you missed a
wonderful summer gathering, in a new and beautiful
location. Lots of shade and parking. Good on you Carol
and Diane! As always, delicious food, lots of iris, and being
able to relax and chat with delightful people who enjoy

life and irises were the order of the day. Besides enjoying

a great potluck, and visiting with friends in a delightful
setting, the raffle and auction added entertainment while
increasing the club’s piggy, or Iriss’y, bank.

Our New Master Auctioneer, Craig Tarr, made each

Iris auctioned an interesting story that helped with the
bidding. And, thanks to Jo Chisholm for providing not
only recent iris that could be purchased right out, but she
brought her computer with a slide show and large views of
the iris up for sale and in the auction. For Iris enthusiasts,
it does not get any better.
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Picnic Report

The total sales at the picnic was $1,694.00—plant
purchases—$520.00, raffle—$530.00, and auction
—$644.00 (average price, $13.00; highest bid, $25.00).
Approximately 80 people attended the picnic, 28
participated in the auction.

Lloyd Clark

Picnic Thanks

We cannot thank you enough for all your hard work,
dedication and time that you have generously committed
to our 2026 picnic. Thanks to each of you for making it
a huge success. Everyone had a great time, plus we made
a lotta money. We truly appreciate all the work you have
done. Special thanks go to: Jo Chisholm, Lloyd Clark,
Craig Tarr, Charley Kearns, Wayne Crabbs, Brenda
Wood, Jim Cummins, Josie Mattos, Maria Hasbun,
Sharon Medler, Carl Harris, Mary Helen Crisman, Ann
Pike, Kathy Wood, Anna and Jeff Helms, Rosa Radacchi,
Tiffany Rush and Dave Watson.

Maria Hasbun and Josie Mattos
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Photo S Meldler Anna and Jeff Helms

And, we are sure there were others! Please let us know
who we have forgotten to thank. Sorry about taking so
long to send you a thank you, but we didn’t want to forget
anyone.

It truly takes a village to create a picnic. Thanks to each
of your for your part in making this happen- creating a
beautiful slideshow, recording bids and raffle ticket sales
auctioning, selling raffle tickets, supporting and managing
the auction, growing, digging and labeling irises, bringing
them to the picnic, carrying tables and setting up the

site, arranging irises alphabetically, guiding the picnic
and festivities in general, spotting winners and delivering
them to winners, suggesting this picnic site. creating

great directions and maps so we could get there, bringing
delicious food, and cleaning up after the picnic.

Thanks again!!! The picnic really needed each of you.
Mark your calendars for next year’s picnic, Saturday, July
17, same time, same place. The site is reserved and waiting
for us.

Warmly, Carol and Diane

Photo S Meldler
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Can You Please Help with a PA System? Do you happen

to have a lightweight PA system, a microphone and/or a
speaker stand that you could loan or give to the MBIS? We
would truly appreciate your offering your system, because
members and Regional guests have not been able to hear at
prior picnics, Christmas parties and Regional events.

If you are knowledgeable about PA’s and speakers, that
would also be as appreciated.

Please contact me at carolcasey999@gmail.com or through
a text message, 831-254-4392, if you are able to offer
equipment or advice.

The Back Nine restaurant, where we will hold our
Christmas party this year, includes a sound system so that
is covered for this Christmas party. However, we could
really use a PA system at:

% the spring Regional event

% picnics where Craig will not be auctioning

<% Christmas parties which don’t offer a PA system.

Sherry Austin has generously offered to lend her system,
but it weighs a lot and she would need help moving it from
her home each time it is used. A smaller system that could
be stored at the Grange would be a lot easier to manage.

Carol Casey
|
|
Dear MBIS
One of our, basic continuing goals is to promote the genus
IRIS. In addition to three annual public sales events and
our two-day Iris Show (open to the public at no charge),
MBIS has been in conversation with the Mayor’s office and
the Parks and Recreation Commission to elevate the IRIS
to the official city flower of Santa Cruz. Our proposal was
submitted both electronically as well as three in-person

presentations to the commission. More information to
come.

Additional support from MBIS members is critical
toward this goal and may require a show of force such as
a letter campaign, emails and possibly attendance at Parks
and Rec. meetings. With your support and committed
engagement, WE CAN DO THIS!!

IRIS the official flower of Santa Cruz
]

We would like to welcome out new members Rob Darrow,
from Aptos, Cleo O’Brien, from Watsonville, Ramona
(Moni) White and Mary Munoz, from Stockton and hope
to see them at an upcomeing meeting. Be sure to say hi. If
you come to the August meeting you will leave with iris!
Wecome to the Monterey Bay Iris Society.

Mariposa Autumn, Tasco, 1999
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MBIS Outstanding Service Award
Purpose:

Both AIS and Region-14 honor members who make a strong impact. On 2/20/2026, the MBIS Board
approved a similar award to recognize members who strengthen our community through exceptional
service, support, and volunteer spirit.

Nomination Process:

1. Eligibility: All MBIS members are eligible. Nominations are open to the general membership each year
and must be submitted no later than Nov 1.

2. Submission: Nomination(s) should outline the nominee’s activities and achievements for the year
ending

3. Review & Approval: All nominations to be submitted to any Board member and then reviewed by the
entire Board

4. Winner(s) to be announced/awarded at the MBIS Holiday party OR the January meeting
Criteria for Recognition:

Nominees to have demonstrated achievements in at least one of the following areas:

- Major contribution to a club event

- Ongoing service that benefits the entire membership

- Creating an atmosphere of friendship and mentorship

- Exceptional volunteerism that is above and beyond

While these categories serve as guidelines, the award is not restricted solely to these achievements,
allowing for flexibility in recognizing diverse forms of excellence.

Award Presentation:
1. Timing: The award will be presented annually at the December Holiday Party or the January meeting

2. Nature of the Award: The award should be purposeful, serving as appreciation from the MBIS
membership

Conclusion:

The Outstanding Service Award stands as a testament to the dedication, spirit, and commitment of our
members. Through this recognition, we celebrate those who make MBIS a thriving and inclusive
community year after year.
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Region 14 Fall Regional Meeting October 9th &10th, 2026.
“Never Enough Iris!”

Hosted By Shasta and Leo T. Clark Iris Societies
Guest Speaker: AlS President, Bonnie Nichols

Conference Hotel: Doubletree by Hilton, 685 Manzanita Court, Chico CA

Contact the hotel directly for you reservation:
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/cicccdt-ltc-b026fd4c-bbf/-
4032-92e25-bab14284910f/

By contacting them via this email you will receive the special room rate of
$129.00 per night (additional service fee & taxes) for either a 2 queen or
single king room with full breakfast provided. Be sure to reserve promptly
as rates will go up significantly after September 8th.

Registration includes light refreshments Friday evening (dinner on your
own) and a full lunch Saturday.

Registrant1 First Name Last Name

Registrant 2 First Name Last Name

Address City. ST Zip
Phone# E-mail for confirmation

Local Iris Society

Registration, paid by Sept. 8th, 26. $80. Per person x person (s)
paid aofter Sept. 8th, 26 $85. Per person x person(s)
Total

Please make checks payable to Leo T. Clark Iris Society.
Mail to:  Carol Cullen 2856 Sun River Dr., Chico CA 95973
carolcullen805@agmail.com (805) 441-4433
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